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Church@Home – Contemporary Service 
22 November 2020 – Aotearoa Sunday 

 
This is the day that the Lord has made: 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Our theme today is: Good News Today!  A Message of Hope 
 

Take a moment or two to be still and ask God to be present with you as you worship. 
 

We invite you to listen or read the words of the following song -  

Opening Song   Mighty to Save - Hillsong  

Verse 1 

Ev’ryone needs compassion 
Love that's never failing 

Let mercy fall on me 
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Saviour 
The hope of nations 

 

Chorus 1 
Saviour He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 

Forever Author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 
 

 
 

 

Verse 2 

So take me as You find me 
All my fears and failures 

Fill my life again 
I give my life to follow 

Ev’rything I believe in 
Now I surrender 

 

Misc 1 
(Bridge) 

Shine your light and let the whole world 
see 

We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 

Jesus 
Shine your light and let the whole world 

see 
We're singing 

For the glory of the risen King 
 

 
CCLI Song # 4591782 - Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://youtu.be/5Sqb9hvJjb8?t=11


Song of Praise - Saviour of the World (NZPB P. 86)   Salvator Mundi 

 
1 Jesus, Saviour of the world, come to us ′ in your ′ mercy: 

we look to ′ you to ′ save and ′ help us. 

2 By your cross and your life laid down‿ 

you set your ′ people ′ free: 

we look to ′ you to ′ save and ′ help us. 

3 When they were ready to perish‿ 

you ′ saved · your dis′ciples: 

we look to ′ you to ′ come to · our ′ help. 

4 In the greatness of your mercy loose us ′ from our ′  

  chains:  forgive the ′ sins of ′ all your ′ people. 

5 Make yourself known ‿ 

as our Saviour and ′ mighty · de′liverer: 

save and ′ help us · that ′ we may ′ praise you. 

6 Come now and dwell with us,′ Lord Christ ′ Jesus: 

hear our ′ prayer · and be ′ with us ′ always. 

7 And when you ′ come in · your ′ glory: 

make us to be one with you‿ 

and to ′ share the ′ life of · your ′ kingdom. 

8 Thanks be to ′ you o ′ Lord: 

Alle′luia. ′ A′men. 

 

Sentence and Prayer for the day  
Jesus said to them, “Who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are 

the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.”.        
Matthew 16:15-16 

Prayer:   
Living God, You sent Your Son Jesus to your people.  Embolden Your church to 

proclaim Jesus as Messiah, and to trust in him.  Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, 
who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen  
 

 
A time of confession  

Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned.  

I will confess my sins to the Lord I will not conceal my wrong doings. 
 

A time of silence as we brings our sins and the sins of the world to the Lord. 
 

God forgives and heals us: 
We need your healing, merciful God: Give us true repentance. 

Some sins are plain to us;  Some escape us, Some we cannot face. 
Forgive us; Set us free to hear your word to us; 

Set us free to serve you. 
 

God forgives us Forgive others, forgive yourself. 
Through Christ God has put away our sin; Let us approach our God in peace. 

 



1st Reading  

A reading from Colossians 1:3-14 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have 

for all God’s people – 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you 
in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the 

gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and 
growing throughout the whole world – just as it has been doing among you since the 

day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, 
our dear fellow servant,[c] who is a faithful minister of Christ on our[d] behalf, 8 and 

who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,[e] 10 so that you may live a life 

worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to 

his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving 
joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you[f] to share in the inheritance of his 

holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

  
Gospel  

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 4:26-34 

Praise and glory to God. 

26 He also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 

ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 
though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces corn – first the stalk, 

then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 As soon as the corn is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come.’ 

The parable of the mustard seed 
30 Again he said, ‘What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 

we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on 
earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, 

with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.’ 

33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he 

was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to Christ, the Word. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-29473c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-29473d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-29475e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-29478f


SERMON / REFLECTION for 22 November 2020 
Colossians 1:3-14 Mark 4:26-34 

 

Audio -Sermon - Aotearoa Sunday 

Jo 

Who has been collecting the New World little gardens and have been planting the 
seeds in the pots they come in? I have several pots of caulis, one of lettuce, spring 
onions and a leek I think. I put the cards telling me what the seeds are in the pots so 

I can remember what each one is. I need to remember to water them every day or so 
especially as they are sitting out in the sun on the table in the garden. When they get 

a bit bigger I will plant the pots in the garden and watch them grow.  

The first parable we heard about today speaks of sowing seeds – the farmer does his 

part by scattering the seeds and he watches as they take root and sprout and grow 
right up to the corn is producing juicy big ears and then he harvests the crop. 

Although he involved in the process the growing happens pretty much without him 
really knowing how. Maybe today we have a little more understanding of the process 

of a seed germinating and growing and producing fruit because we have the privilege 
of scientific knowledge, but really the process from seed to fully producing crop is a 

mystery of God’s creative hand at work. 

Jesus likens his kingdom to seeds growing and bearing fruit. His second parable is of 

the tiny mustard seed growing into one of the biggest shrubs that birds can build 
their nests in.  

As when we plant seeds in our garden sometimes it takes a while to see anything 

above ground and then big enough to bear fruit.    

When the seeds of the gospel of God’s kingdom are sown in people’s lives they take 

root and bear the fruit of God’s transforming grace.  

Today our readings are set for Aotearoa Sunday. It’s a day to celebrate Te Kanga 
Maori and the bishoprics of both North and South Islands being established.   

The seed of the gospel of Jesus has been sown in Aotearoa New Zealand since way 

back in 1814 when Maori Chiefs invited Samuel Marsden and his mission partners to 

come to the Bay of Islands. Samuel Marsden preached on Christmas Day and local 
Maori responded with a haka of joy. Several mission families stayed and established a 

community under the protection of Chief Ruatara where his pa stood at the top of the 
hill in Oihi Bay Rangihoua- which is up north of Kerikeri.  

Thomas and Jane Kendall were two of the missionaries and Thomas took two Maori 

chiefs to London to have the Maori language written down. He produced the first 
Maori language vocabulary and taught Maori to read their own language. Because of 

human failings all around the first mission seemed like it had failed but looking back 
you can see how the ground of people’s hearts were softened, how friendships were 

forged, how language was honoured and learnt and the gospels written in Maori – the 

seeds that were sown in those first 15 years began to produce a harvest as later 
missionaries came and continued the good work begun.   Maori became evangelists to 

their own people and the good news spread. And it bore much fruit transforming 
lives.  

https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound


The Christian Church has grown in many ways and forms over the last 200 years or 

more in this land. Many denominations have been established as people settled here 
and made it home. Many other denominations have sprung up and expressions of the 

faith over the years. 

Our parish here in the northwest of Christchurch began from mission beginnings. St 
Paul’s Papanui spreading out to Belfast, to Redwood through the Sisters of St Anne, 

to Bishopdale and we have all witnessed the fruit that has grown as the kingdom 
seeds have been sown in people’s lives. Through Boys and Girls Brigade, through 

Sunday Schools and Youth Groups, and evangelistic missions, through discipleship 
courses like ALPHA and Life in the Spirit seminars, through regular worship in our 

churches, and as we have been salt and light in the community. 

Sometimes the growth has been obvious and celebrated, and sometimes there has 

been little evidence of growth and yet lives have continued to be changed and people 
come to faith seemingly through nothing we have done particularly but God’s spirit 

has been working in the background.  

As we look around at the church today we could get discouraged as we see the lack of 

younger generations among us, as we lament that the gospel seeds seem to not have 
grown in our children and grandchildren if we have them, and we may find ourselves 

asking – is the church dying, is the Christian faith irrelevant in this day and age?  

We may feel that the seeds of the gospel lie dormant in our country and much of the 
western world, but the church continues to grow as Jesus said it would. 

In 1900, twice as many Christians lived in Europe than in the rest of the world. 
Today, the Christian population in Europe has a flat growth rate, while Africa and Asia 

continue to experience dramatic growth. 

Currently, almost 640 million Christians live in Africa and 604 million in Asia, while 
544 million call Europe home. 

The gospel continues to grow in the global south. 

According to the World Christian Encyclopedia: 

CHRISTIANITY IS GROWING AT FIVE TIMES THE RATE AS ATHEISM. 

THAT’S GOOD NEWS! 

There are fewer atheists around the world now (147 million) than there were in 1970 

(165 million). 

Christianity, on the other hand, is growing and is expected to continue to grow and 

add adherents globally. So all is not lost. 

It is predicted that 

 CHRISTIANITY WILL TOP 3 BILLION ADHERENTS BEFORE 2050. 

AND MOST OF THEM WILL LIVE IN AFRICA.  

https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-world-christian-encyclopedia-hb.html


THE PERCENTAGE OF THE WORLD THAT REMAINS UNEVANGELIZED 

CONTINUES TO FALL. 

In 1900, more than half the world’s population was un-evangelized (54.3%). In 2020, 

that percentage has decreased to 28.3%.  The gospel is being preached to all the 
nations. 

 THE PERCENTAGE OF NON-CHRISTIANS WHO KNOW A CHRISTIAN IS 

CLIMBING. 

THE INFLUENCE OF ORDINARY CHRISTIANS LIKE YOU AND ME IS GROWING.  

And in addition to all the digital ways people can access Scripture, the number of 

Bibles printed each year continues to climb. 

Today, approximately 95 million Bibles are printed each year. By 2025, that will have 
climbed to 110 million.  

Gospel seeds are being planted and are growing even if we can’t see it.  

AARON EARLS (@WardrobeDoor) is online editor of Facts & Trends. 

Christianity Today reports  

That in this age of Corona Virus Pandemic which is affecting the world all around  

 

Millions of worried people have turned to Google with their anxiety over COVID-19 

have ended up connecting with Christian evangelists in their search results—leading 
to people coming to faith. 

 

In the Philippines, a woman named Grace found herself on a website about 

coronavirus fear hosted by the internet evangelism organization Global Media 

Outreach (GMO). 

 “Please help me not to worry about everything,” she wrote in a chat with a volunteer 

counsellor. “What’s happening now is very confusing.”  

The counsellor explained that only Jesus can bring lasting peace, and Grace received 
Jesus Christ as her Saviour. 

 

Back in the US, a volunteer at the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) 
chatted online with a young mother named Brittany who worried that COVID-19 

would take her life and her children’s lives. The volunteer offered hope and peace, 
and Brittany too accepted Christ. 

Three of the largest online evangelism ministries that account cumulatively for at 
least 200 million gospel presentations on the internet each year all  say the number 

of people seeking online information about knowing Jesus has increased since the 
COVID-19 outbreak was declared a pandemic in early March. 

 

https://twitter.com/wardrobedoor
https://godlife.com/en/gospel/fear


So good things for the gospel can come out of tragedy. 

And sure sometimes those conversions don’t translate to long term discipleship but 

because of the trend to digital worship and discipleship programmes many are 
connecting in with churches online and growing in their faith.  

So the seeds of the gospel continue to be planted, continue to grow and be harvested 
for the growth of God’s kingdom on earth. We may feel discouraged but as you can 

see when people are struggling with life and what it throws at us they seek help 
beyond themselves, They turn to God often.  

I mentioned last week in the Bridge that I had been to the AFFIRM conference and 
listened to Bishop Steve Maina from Nelson. 

He spoke about us living in a culture of anxiety which is evident all around the world 

and offered us his thoughts on how to share the Good News of Jesus to a world that is 
full of pain and fear. How to bring hope to people and to help them find their identity 

in Christ, to help people find freedom from shame and guilt and fear in Jesus Christ 
who comes to offer forgiveness and love and acceptance.  

He reframed the 5 marks of mission of our church as TELL, TEACH, TEND, 

TRANSFORM and TREASURE. 

Telling people about Jesus, discipling them in faith, caring for them and making a 
positive difference in society, and treasuring the world we live in and being 

responsible dwellers on earth.   
 

Two things caught my attention- One I met up with a women I had met last year at 
the conference in Auckland who has written a series of discipleship courses which 

they have used in Tauranga and many others have around the country have used too. 

I asked her to send me a course to look at and to see if this resource would be 
something we can offer to those who are wanting to go deeper in their faith and to 

those who are finding faith. The other was an idea being put forward by Bishopdale 
College in Nelson in conjunction with the AFFIRM network. Online and zoom courses 

for everyone and anyone who wants to grow in their understanding of their faith and 
be refreshed.  

 
Topics like- The Big Story of the Bible, Prayer Walking in the Spirit, Worldviews and 

communicating across cultures, Sharing the faith in practice, Prayer Ministry in the 
Spirit’s power, Confidence in the Bible.  

 
When I was a young adult at St Paul’s Papanui our ministry Rev John Meadowcroft 

gathered about 25 of us mostly young adults together each fortnight and we went 
through an Extension Study course that the then Bible College of New Zealand 

produced. We looked at several books of the bible and it not only deepened our 

understanding but it gave a hunger to know more and many people from that time 
went on into various forms of service and ministry.  

 



And I was thinking about the young people that we have had through this church and 

we have planted seeds of the gospel in their lives but we haven’t developed many of 
them into disciples. So some of these opportunities to grow disciples and develop 

faith are really important for us to look at as a parish. Ultimately Jesus said he would 
build his church – It is his Spirit that convicts and convinces the world of Jesus Christ 

and the gospel truth. We need to seek the Lord, to pray for our community, for our 
nation, for our world that the Gospel would continue to grow and bear fruit and that 

we as workers in the harvest would continue to plant the seeds of the gospel and ask 
God to bring the growth. So let’s not be discouraged, let’s continue to plant seeds in 

peoples lives, lets find fresh ways to disciple people and let’s be encouraged by the 
reading from Colossians today.  

 

Colossians 1 

The gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world – just as it has 

been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.  

 9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,  

 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way 

 bearing fruit in every good work,  

growing in the knowledge of God,  

 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might 

 so that you may have great endurance and patience,  

 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 

inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 

Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song  Shine Jesus Shine 

 
Verse 1 

Lord the light of 
Your love is shining. 

In the midst of the  
Darkness shining. 

Jesus light of the world 
Shine upon us. 

Set us free by the truth 
You now bring us. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Chorus       
Shine, Jesus, shine! 

Fill this land with 

The Father’s glory. 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 

Set out hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations 
With grace and mercy. 

Send forth your word 
And let there be light! 

 

Verse 2 

Lord, I come to 
Your awesome presence. 

From the shadows  
Into your radiance. 

By the blood I may 
Enter your brightness. 

Search me, try me, 
Consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me, shine on me! 
 

Verse 3 

As we gaze on 
Your kingly brightness. 

So our faces display  
Your likeness. 

Ever changing from 
Glory to glory. 

Mirrored here may 

Our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me! 

 

Prayers  from NZPB P. 636 and adapted from Call to Prayer from the 
Archbishops  

 
God of nations, help us to reflect and share the goodness that surrounds us.  Help us 

to win justice for the poor and rich alike, and bring trust and friendship to all our 

different races. 
 

God of all the earth, You have given us the heritage of this good and fertile land; 
grant that we may so respect and use it that others may thank us for what we leave 

to them. 
 

Let us uphold each other in prayer and thanksgiving, and renew our commitment to 
be messengers of God’s unconditional love and boundless grace and to be an 

instrument of God’s peace. 
 

Let us give thanks to God for those who serve.  Let us give thanks for those who lead 
our nations with kindness and compassion. 

 
We know that many are suffering deep sadness and grief through the loss of loved 

ones.  Please pray that they may know God’s love surrounding and upholding 

them. 
 

We know many communities, families and individuals are living with deep anxiety as 
they look to a future without employment or certainty.  Please pray for our 

communities to care and provide for each other, and for the courage to build 
new beginnings. 

https://youtu.be/J3iB30gCqAc
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e79091454d50902b3a0bf71/t/5edef6975d8bd66cfb619479/1591670424708/Te+Pouhere+Sunday+Call+to+Prayer.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e79091454d50902b3a0bf71/t/5edef6975d8bd66cfb619479/1591670424708/Te+Pouhere+Sunday+Call+to+Prayer.pdf


 

We are aware of the continuing rapid spread and increase in Coronavirus infections 
and deaths across our world. Please pray for the peoples that are most 

vulnerable and most affected, and for those who continue to work tirelessly 
to treat the sick and stem the tide of infection. Please pray for those carers 

who themselves have become infected. 
 

God of nations, You have given us a good land for our heritage; inspire in the people 
of our country a love of peace and a zeal for justice, that we may use our liberty in 

accordance with Your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Loving God, you have made us in your own image,  
diverse, beautiful and precious in your sight.  

May we see that same precious beauty in every person,  
a unique creation beloved of you.  

May we celebrate the life we can bring to each other.  

Give us the courage to stand unequivocally for justice, for truth,  
and for the reconciliation and hope that is ours through Jesus Christ.  

Help us to dismantle racist agendas.  
Help us to transform unjust structures.  

Help us to decolonise our Christianity.  
Help us to love you with all our heart, soul, and strength.  

Help us to love one another as you commanded us to do.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer Audio - The Lord's Prayer (Said) 

Our Father in heaven 
Holy be Your name 

Your kingdom come Your will be done 

On earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial 

But deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom the pow'r and the glory 

Are yours now and forever 
Amen 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound


Final Prayer       

Blessed be God who calls us together  
Praise to God who makes us one people. 

 
Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin. 

Praise to God who gives hope and freedom. 
 

Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed. 
Praise to God who is revealed as love. 

 
Blessed be God who alone has called us 

Therefore we offer all that we are and all that we shall become. 
 

Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise. 
Amen, Accept our thanks for all you have done. 

Our hands were empty, and you filled them. 

 
Blessing        

In the light of the risen Christ. all is transformed. May we look in upon ourselves,  
and out upon the world, and see all in a fresh light. May we see people, and pray with 

the resurrection eyes of the Lord Jesus. And the blessing of God Almighty – Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit be with us all ever more. Amen. 

 
Song  Hymn to Christ the King - Sarah Hart  

Verse 1 
Oh, we were wand’ring in the dark; 

We had lost our hope and way. 
And we were restless in our hearts; 

How we needed to be saved 
And so to rescue all your own 

You sent to us your only Son 
A light to fall, a peace to bring: 

The coming of our Christ, the King 
 

Verse 2 

The Word made flesh, the light from 
light 

A cry that pierced our endless noise 
A child to speak into our pain 

Restoring unto us our joy 
To teach our hearts and heal our 

wounds 
Replace our doubt with heaven’s truth. 

The broken, healed, the lost, redeemed 
The beauty of our Christ, the King. 

 

Verse 3 
Though heaven’s glory he had shown 

All our praises turned to scorn 
The gift of mercy that he gave 

We returned with cross and thorn 
Yet to the end he loved us still 

Surrendered to the Father’s will 
Forgiveness was his offering 

The mercy of our Christ the King. 
 

Verse 4 

And though they laid him in the tomb 
In the silence of the grave 

No stone could keep the love of God 
From the ones he came to save 

And so in pow’r and radiant light 
He vanquished death and rose to life 

Now with the heavens I shall sing 
The glory of our Christ the King 

 
Now with the heavens I shall sing 

The glory of our Christ the King 
 

Sarah Hart, Josh Blakelsey, Sarah Kroger, Ike Ndolo 
 

Dismissal   

Go now to love and serve the Lord.  
Amen we go in the name of Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dKX1AKohEA

