
SERMON JANUARY 31st 2021 

Theme: ‘Jesus: proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom in word and 

action.  

 

Sentence: 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their Synagogues, and 

proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness. Matthew 9:35 

 

 

Prayer for the Day –  

Holy one of God  

As healer and teacher of the faith, 

Your words astound, and transform the lives of many. 

May we teach your word and be bold in our actions 

So that your presence will be revealed. 

For you are alive and reign with the Father 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever Amen. 

 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 New International Version - UK 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 

from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked 

of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, ‘Let 

us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire any more, or 

we will die.’ 

17 The LORD said to me: ‘What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a 

prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in 

his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to 

account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my 

name. 20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 

commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to 

death.’ 

 

 



Mark 1:21-28 

Jesus drives out an impure spirit 
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the 

synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, 

because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 

law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure 

spirit cried out, 24 ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 

come to destroy us? I know who you are – the Holy One of God!’ 
25 ‘Be quiet!’ said Jesus sternly. ‘Come out of him!’ 26 The impure spirit shook the 

man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 
27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, ‘What is this? A 

new teaching – and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and 

they obey him.’ 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of 

Galilee. 

Psalm 111[a] 

1 Praise the LORD.[b] 

I will extol the LORD with all my heart 

    in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD; 

    they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 

    and his righteousness endures for ever. 
4 He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 

    the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant for ever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    giving them the lands of other nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established for ever and ever, 

    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He provided redemption for his people; 

    he ordained his covenant for ever – 

    holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 

    To him belongs eternal praise. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+111&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-15795a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+111&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-15795b


SERMON 

Holy one of God  

As healer and teacher of the faith, 

Your words astound, and transform the lives of many. 

May we teach your word and be bold in our actions 

So that your presence will be revealed. 

For you are alive and reign with the Father 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever Amen. 

 

ASTOUND and TRANSFORM 

 

When did you last feel astounded by somebody’s words?  

Perhaps some of Donald Trump’s words have astounded you as he stood again 

for the presidency of the United States America and especially as it seemed he 

had lost his bid. 

Here a few of his sayings that are a little astounding perhaps.  

 

‘Remember if you don’t promote yourself no one else will! Likewise believe in 

yourself – or no one else will either.                Feb 15  2013 

 

‘I could stand in the middle of Fifth Avenue and shoot somebody and I wouldn’t 

lose any voters.’           Jan 23  2016 

 

‘Always try to learn from other people’s mistakes, not your own-it’s cheaper 

that way!’            Dec 24  2013 

 

‘I am the only one who can make America Great again.’          March 15  2015 

 

‘Don’t tell me it doesn’t work, torture works, ok folks? ‘ 

 

Some of his words have astounded us for their shear impropriety or stupidity. 

 

Who has uttered words that have astounded you in a positive way- words that 

perhaps have inspired you? 

 

How about Amanda Gorman’s poem at the inauguration of Joe Biden? 

 



‘And yes we are far from polished, far from pristine, but that doesn’t mean we 

are striving to form a union that is perfect. We are striving to forge our union 

with purpose. To compose a country committed to all cultures, colours, 

characters, and conditions of man. And so lift our gazes not to what stands 

between us but what stands before us.   

When day comes, we step out of the shade, aflame and unafraid. 

The new dawn blooms as we free it. 

For there is always light, if only we’re brave enough to see it. 

If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

 

Inspiring words from a young women with passion for justice and unity in her 

nation, which has been torn apart in recent years. Such wise and poignant words 

from one so young.  

 

How about the words of Jesus? When were you last astounded by the words of 

Jesus? Jesus who is the living word- the truth – the life- the way. Or are we so 

familiar with his words that perhaps we have watered them down in our 

understanding or obedience to them  

 

The people of Jesus day who met at the synagogue each week to hear God’s 

word – the law and the prophets read and spoken about – regular worshippers 

you could say,  equivalent of all of us who come to church each week to worship 

– they were astounded by Jesus words.  Amazed at not only what he was saying 

but that he said it with such authority. The scribes and Pharisees who were 

usually rostered on read them – quoted Moses and the prophets – but it doesn’t 

sound like much happened afterwards.  

What was Jesus saying that so amazed them?  

 

We have heard his words to those he called to follow him over the last two 

weeks- simple and authoritative words-  

‘Come follow me’. 

Simple powerful words that made Simon, Andrew, James and John leave 

everything and follow him.  

But what was Jesus saying in the Synagogue? 

 

 

 

In Luke’s Gospel the first record of his teaching is told in chapter 4:18 

 



‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  

because he has anointed me to preach the good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery for the 

blind. To set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  

Quoting the prophet Isaiah found in Isaiah 61:1,2 . 

 

The thing was Jesus wasn’t just giving the scripture reading for the day and 

saying: ‘Hear what the spirit is saying to the church’ and sitting down for the 

sermon.  

He said- today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.  

He is saying – I have come to preach the good news that is spoken about, I am 

the one who has come to set people free, I am the one who has come to bind up 

broken hearts, to open blind eyes. I am proclaiming God’s favour to you.  

 

You could say he was taking a leaf out of Donald Trump’s book – promoting 

himself- but it wasn’t with human pride that Jesus said these things, it wasn’t 

because he thought he was great- it was because the very Spirit of God had 

come on him, anointed him for the task of not only speaking words of good news 

and freedom and healing and wholeness but as we see in the next section of 

Mark’s Gospel for today – he put it into action. He was the living word of God.  

 

When Jesus had spoken a man with an evil spirit who is in the synagogue cries 

out: 

‘What do you want with us Jesus?’ – he recognises Jesus- he senses his 

authority and the evil spirit in him is getting twitchy.  

‘Have you come to destroy us?  

I know who you are- the Holy one of God.’ 

Even the demons shivered in his presence.  

This man was afraid of being set free. He thought that Jesus was out to 

destroy him but it was the spirit within him speaking not the man himself. 

Because Jesus says to him- 

‘Be Quiet! Come out of him.’ He speaks directly to the spirit and it shook the 

man violently and came out with a shriek.  The man was free at last. 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me – to set the oppressed free! 

Jesus not only spoke with authority he acted with the God given authority he 

had been anointed with to preach the good news of God’s kingdom and bring it 

on earth.  

 



The people were even more amazed. Jesus spoke and acted with authority. 

 

Tom Wright a British theologian illustrates this with an analogy.  

 

‘Not long ago there was a disaster at sea. A tourist boat, loaded with cars and 

holidaymakers, had failed to shut its doors properly; the water began to pour 

in; the boat began to sink, and panic set in. People were screaming as the happy, 

relaxed atmosphere of the ship turned in minutes into something worse than a 

horror movie.  

All at once one man-not a member of the crew-took charge. In a clear voice he 

gave orders, telling people what to do. Relief mixed with the panic as people 

realized someone was at least in charge, and many managed to reach lifeboats 

they would otherwise have missed in the dark and the rush. 

The man himself made his way down to the people trapped in the hold. There he 

formed a human bridge: holding on with one hand to a ladder and with the other 

to part of the ship that was nearly submerged, he enabled still more to cross to 

safety. When the nightmare was over, the man himself was found to have 

drowned. He had literally given his life in using the authority he had assumed – 

the authority by which many had been saved.’ 

 

Translate this picture to the Sea of Galilee to a man who is speaking with 

authority – one the leaders and teachers of the day did not have. Jesus 

teaching and acting with authority even over demons and disease, setting people 

free. Showing them God’s favour. 

Jesus came to be the human bridge across which people could climb to safety. 

In doing so he ultimately gave his own life. On the cross he completed the 

healing work he began that day in the synagogue. 

 

Tom Wright goes on to say: 

‘When the church learns again how to speak with the same authority we will find 

both the saving power of God unleashed once more and a similar heightened 

opposition from the forces of darkness. Similar but not the same. The demons 

knew Jesus and knew he had come to defeat them once and for all. They can 

still shriek but since Calvary they no longer have authority. To believe this is 

the key to Christian testimony and saving action in the world that, despite its 

frequent panic and despair has already been claimed by the loving authority of 

God in Jesus.  

 



That same authority that Jesus was given at his baptism as the Holy Spirit 

came in full upon him and anointed him for his mission was poured out on the 

disciples at Pentecost giving them the power and the mandate to go to all 

nations to preach the good news of God’s Kingdom bearing witness to Jesus. 

 

Jesus gives us that authority and mandate too.  

 

I wonder what are some of the words of Jesus that astound you? 

 

Can you think of any?  

I am the way the truth the life 

I am the light of the world- the darkness cannot overcome it. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only son- that whoever believe in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

I have come that you might have life in all its fullness. 

I am the living water. 

I am the resurrection and the life. 

I am the bread of life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Come to me all you who labour and are heavy burdened and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you for my yoke is easy and my burden light. 

I am the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep.  

I am the true vine- abide in me.  

 

Examples:  

 

I wonder what actions of Jesus amaze you – what action of Jesus do you need 

activating in your life or the life of your loved ones? What transformations do 

you need?  

A healing? 

Freedom from something that ties you up in knots? 

God’s favour in your life? In the life of loved ones?  

 

Jesus came – not to just speak the word of truth to us but to transform our 

lives with the same power that was at work in him at the resurrection.  

 

As we worship him now let’s invite the Spirit of God to come and fill us afresh 

transforming our lives to be his witnesses in the world.  

Amen. 


