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Date: 11 4 2021 

Day:  EASTER 2 

Congregation: Northwest Christchurch congregations. 

First Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

Topic: ‘Peace I leave with you.’ 

 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 [19]When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” [20]After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. [21]Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

[22]When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. [23]If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  

 [24]But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. [25]So the other disciples told him, “We 

have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 

in his side, I will not believe.” 

 [26]A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” [27]Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.” [28]Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 

my God!” [29]Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  

 [30]Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. [31]But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name.  
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1 John 1-2:2What Was Heard, Seen, and Touched 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of 

life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 

that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us— 3 that which we have 

seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to 

you that [a]your joy may be full. 

Fellowship with Him and One Another 

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light 

and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 

us from all sin. 

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 

not in us. 

The Test of Knowing Christ 

2 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone 

sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is 

the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

 

 

SERMON 

Slide 1 

 

 

The Great Leap of Faith 

 

The allied troops under General Wellington fought Napoleon on June 18, 

1815, at the Battle of Waterloo, a village in Belgium just south of 

Brussels. News was transmitted by the use of lights across the channel 

to anxious Britishers.  

The words were spelled out, "Wellington defeated...." 

and then a fog, so typical of England, fell over the channel. England 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30545a
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thought the battle was lost and the dreadful news was spread quickly, 

throwing the land into despair. But when the fog lifted, they could see 

the final word, "Wellington defeated Napoleon." And the mood in Great 

Britain changed from one of tragedy to triumph. The whole country 

exploded in thunderous celebration as the news was relayed. Napoleon 

had been defeated.. 

 

I imagine the first disciples felt abit like that. 

The women on the way to the tomb wondering how they would get rid of 

the stone and past the guards with their spices-discouraged and afraid 

because their Lord had died, or the men huddled in their locked room 

afraid of the Jewish authorites and maybe the Romans too and then all 

of a sudden the fog clears and the truth is revealed.  

Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. 

 

Slide 2 

When Jeusus showed up he had a message- for the women-‘don’t be 

afraid - go and tell the others I am alive! Be my witnesses!’  

For the disciples ‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me I am sending 

you.’ Be my witnesses. 

When the risen Christ comes to us-through his word, by his spirit, in our 

worship, in our prayer, he says to us, ‘Peace be with you.‘ And he says – be 

my winesses – go in my name. 

 

We so need that peace today. The peace of knowing God- being put right 

with God through all Christ has done for us. The peace of meeting the 

risen Christ thorugh the outpourng of his Holy Spirit into our lives.  

Peace – Shalom – a sense of total wellbeing- still minds and hearts, body 

and soul.  

When Jesus offers the blessing of peace- what do we need to do? 

Receive it! 

Jesus offers a peace the world can’t give- a peace beyond our own 

understanding-it’s a peace that puts things right again-peace with God 

our creator, and it settles in our hearts and minds-it fills us – and when 

our peace is threatned by the worries of this life, our health, our 

relationships, our work, our world- and fear begins to creep in again- we 
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need to find that place of stillness again and hear the words of Christ- 

‘Peace be with you.’ For God’s perfect loves drives out fear.  

 

Slide 3 

And how do we know that love- that’s one of the things the Lord said 

next- 

 ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ The Holy Spirit pours the love of God into our 

hearts – and squeezes out the fear. We need to open ourselves to the 

Holy Spirit- letting him fill our lives- with peace and with love. 

And it is from that place of peace that we are able to be sent out as 

Jesus was. 

Thats pretty awesome really- that Jesus would send his disciples in the 

same way the Father had sent him. How was that? 

Well in the power of the Holy Spirit – God empowered and enabled him to 

meet people in their need and to welcome them in and show them God’s 

mercy and love.  

God gave him the courage to challenge the unjust structures of his day 

and the false religion.  

For us – we can be filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit and sent out 

to those around about to show God’s love and acceptance- his welcome-

his mercy and grace-it’s not easy to do that without the Holy Spirit in our 

lives because our old prejudice and self-interest, our fears of rejection 

and confrontation, get in the way. We need the spirit of God to fill our 

hearts and empower us to do God’s work in the world.  

 

Slide 4 

The next challenge we are faced with in this passage is the one to 

forgive. 

Who finds that easy when someone has wronged us?  
 

Jesus said; ‘If you forgive anyone their sins they are forgiven; if you do 

not forgive them they are not forgiven.’  

Jesus came not to condemn the world but to save it- he forgave even 

those who condemned him to death on the cross. 

To forgive those who crucified you – that takes some courage- it takes 

the power of God’s Spirit at work in you to make such a generous act 

towards those who hate you. Jesus showed that courage. And he said to 
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his disciples and he says to us- If you forgive anyone their sins they are 

forgiven if you do not forgive them they are not forgiven.  

When we know how much we are forgiven through the grace and love of 

our God through what Jesus did on the Cross and through his 

resurrection we are able to forgive others too.  

Jesus mandate to his disciples wasn’t just forgiving those who sinned 

against them personally he was saying you need to get out there and tell 

people their sins can be forgiven-let them know – share the good news- 

tell them they are forgiven-invite them into a relationship with God- call 

them to turn their lives around towards God and to the knowledge of his 

wonderful love and forgiveness. If you don’t tell them Jesus said- their 

sins won’t be forgiven. 

In the first letter of John we read : 

‘This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, 

that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have 

fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 

truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 

all sin. 

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that 

we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

2 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. 

And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not 

for ours only but also for the whole world.’ 

 

Forgiveness is about acknowledging our own fallenness- our own sinfulness 

and coming with gratful hearts to God who forgives us- as we know we 

are forgiven we are able to reach out and forgive others. 

 

Forgiveness is the most powerful tool we have to witness to the love and 

power of God in our lives.  
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The story of Corrie Ten Boom comes to mind. A Christian during the 

second world war-captured by the Nazi’s and put in a prisoner of war 

camp for sheltering people who the Nazi’s wanted to destroy. She 

survived the camp in spite of the atrocious treatment she received. 

After the war she would be invited to speak of her experience to groups 

all over and she spoke of the power of forgiveness which God had 

empowered her to give to those who mistreated her so. At the end of one 

such meeting one of the former guards of the camp she was in came 

forward to greet her and speak to her- he had changed from the time he 

was a guard and had turned his life around. He wanted to offer his 

apologies and receive her forgiveness. She had a lot of power in her 

hands to give that forgiveness or withhold it.  

Although she had just been speaking about the power of forgiveness as 

she saw him come forward her heart froze and as he held out his hand 

she felt powerless to respond- there were no feelings of forgiveness 

towards him- the old fear and hatred threatened to swamp and overcome 

her- she silently pleaded with God to help her. Through a sheer act of 

her will she lifted her hand out to take his and as she did the power of 

God’s forgiveness and love embraced her and she was free to offer the 

forgiveness to this man that he so needed and she needed to give.  

 

Forgiveness is an act of our will towards others-it’s a decision we make to 

do – not in our own strength or power but in the power of God’s spirit. 

When we know what it cost Jesus to forgive and grasp what he achieved 

on all our behalf to bring us back to God and set us free we are able to 

offer that gift of forgiveness to others – those we need to forgive, 

those who need God’s forgiveness for what they have done to others, 

there is so much power in forgiveness. The Holy Spirit living in us gives us 

the power to forgive.  

 

Slide 5 

There is one thing that underlies all of these things that Jesus offers to 

us. Our friend Thomas found this out in his encounter with the risen 

Lord. He hadn’t been there the first time Jesus appeared to them all and 

he wanted to see for himself. He wanted proof that Jesus was alive. And 

Jesus knowing his doubt invited him to touch and see- the scars in his 



 7 

hands and side. When Thomas saw him and touched him he bowed down 

and worshipped his Lord.  

Jesus said ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and believe.’  

That is the invitation to us- to put our trust in Jesus and believe in him-

his power to love and forgive us. His power to fill us with his peace- with 

his Holy Spirit. Believing because we have heard the message of his love 

and we see the difference he makes in people’s lives.  As we believe we 

become witnesses to his love in this world and are sent out to share that 

love.  

Slide 6 

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name! 

 

Let us believe and have life – being blessed with God’s peace, being filled 

with his Holy Spirit, knowing his forgiveness and offering it freely to 

others, trusting in his love and life he gives to us. Being free to serve 

Him.  
 


