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As some of you know, I enjoy reading about Winston Churchill. 
This story occurred at the Chateau Verchoeq, British army headquarters on the Western 
Front, in July 1917. Churchill was now Minister of Munitions, and regularly flew across the 
Channel to learn for himself the needs of the army.                                                                                
One evening during dinner at the chateau, Winston began reciting from memory some war 
poems by Siegfried Sassoon, a friend of his secretary, Eddy Marsh.  His pilot, Lt Gilbert Hall 
recalls, “It was obvious that he – Churchill – had the greatest admiration for Sassoon as a 
man, as a soldier, and as a poet. We quickly realised that the theme of the poems was anti-
war…. We heard that the generals were seriously worried at the damage to morale these 
poems might inflict on the troops …. I feel sure it was Winston’s brother Jack (a staff officer)  
who thereupon exclaimed, ‘I should leave that man alone if I were you,’ …. To which 
Winston replied, ‘I am not afraid of Siegfried Sassoon. That man can think. I am only afraid 
of people who cannot think.’”  

I confess to some sympathy with those sentiments! So be warned. – I’m going to encourage 
you to think.  

A recent story: During a Christian event earlier this month I was quietly sitting at the dinner 
table looking at the American election results coming in on Stuff. I must have admitted what 
I was doing, because a woman across the table thereupon told me very vehemently that I 
shouldn’t be looking at anything at all in the media, “because it was all wrong.” She didn’t 
look at anything on the media (mainstream perhaps?) and I shouldn’t either! My effort to 
explain how I went about discerning fact from fiction was rebutted, and somehow she got 
onto Jacinda Ardern, upon whom she launched a vitriolic attack, and implied how terrible it 
was that she was our Prime Minister. When I innocently asked “Why?”, the response was, 
“Because she’s an atheist!” I demurred that she was probably agnostic rather than atheist, 
and collected my wits enough to say, “So?” – I don’t recall her reply to this…. 

Within a week or so of this I read on one of those media sites that I apparently shouldn’t be 
looking at (probably Stuff) about Jacinda Ardern receiving a prestigious award from the 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. The award is given each year to “an 
individual or team whose leadership in social action has improved the quality of life in the 
United States and across the globe.” A professor of public leadership said Ardern 
“exemplifies principled, effective and just leadership, exactly the kind of leadership our 
students aspire to uphold.” … “The Prime Minister reminds all of us that strength, 
compassion, science, clear communications, humility and activism go hand in hand to create 
positive results.”  

Now it appears my zealous Christian fellow diner wouldn’t know about that because she 
wouldn’t be reading anything that reported it. And anyway, such impressive behaviour 
might well be discounted because of Jacinda not being a Christian! 

Now that incident, unexpected and uninvited as it was, has continued to trouble me – 
particularly because I’d be very surprised if that woman dreamed up those attitudes all by 
herself. It sounds like the kind of thinking that circulates on very narrow, very conservative, 
sometimes “Christian” web sites, tv channels and social media feeds. – Ones that imply that 
they, and they alone, know and portray what’s right and true – and dear followers, don’t 



dare read anything from anywhere else, because it will lead you astray (or help you to think 
for yourself I would add).  

Now, in case you are unaware, dear people, that’s what leaders of cults say and behave 
like. Think about it. “Don’t expose yourself to any of that ‘outside’ media, communications, 
commentaries, opinions etc, even material from other Christians – because it’s false, and it 
will lead you off (our) straight and narrow.” Alarmingly, this way of thinking is spreading 
amongst Christians, sadly and divisively so in the “United” States, but in other places as well. 
I personally find it embarrassing, and not a good witness.  

The parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Knowing I had a sermon slot coming up, I prayed about a scriptural passage that would 
speak into this very relevant issue for the first Sunday in Advent.  I was directed to the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. This is perhaps the most well-known and oft quoted parable 
of Jesus. Let’s look at what’s happening in and around it.  

An expert in the Law (perhaps a Scribe) is seeking to test Jesus, and asks, “Teacher, what 
must I do to gain eternal life?” Jesus responds with a good question for an expert in the 
Torah: “What does the Law say?” The man quotes the 2 commandments which Jesus 
mentioned elsewhere, the 2 “Great Commandments” from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 
19:18: “Love God with all that you have and are, and love your neighbour as yourself.”  
“Great,” says Jesus. “Now go and do it.”  

The learned legal expert should have stopped while he was ahead. But no! He seemingly 
had a need to pin down a definition of just who this neighbour was whom he was supposed 
to love . . .  So Jesus responds with a story, a parable – the purpose of which was to make 
the listeners THINK.  
We know how it goes. A traveller, a man (that’s all we’re told) en route from Jerusalem to 
Jericho is beaten up, robbed and left for dead. A Jewish priest comes along and passes by on 
the other side of the road, making no effort to assist the man. Then a Levite (assistant in the 
temple) similarly passes by, ignoring the welfare of the victim. The third person to come 
along is a Samaritan. Moved with compassion, he stops, tends to the man’s wounds, and 
takes him to the nearest motel, where he looks after him. Then he goes the extra mile, 
paying the manager to look after the needy man and promising to pay any extra on his way 
back.  
 Now Jesus’ listeners would have been well aware that Samaritans were generally despised 
by their Jewish compatriots, were considered to be ethnically and religiously inferior and to 
be avoided if at all possible. They were certainly not to be held up as positive examples.  
So while the ‘legal expert’ is trying to get his head around this unexpected story, Jesus 
changes his question around. – Not “Who is my neighbour?” but “Who was a neighbour to 
the man who was beaten up and robbed?” Of course he has to answer, “The one who 
showed him mercy.”  -  You know, it would have been much easier if Jesus had made the 
victim a Samaritan. Then his Jewish questioner could have gone, “Oh darn! I’ve got to be 
nice to Samaritans too, even go out of my way to do so.”  
But one of the great ironies of this story, provoked by a Jewish scriptural expert seeking to 
justify himself, is that it has passed through history not as the story of ‘The Good Jew’, but 
as ‘The Good Samaritan.”   -  It makes you think eh? 
 
 



What about us? 
Today, in a world full of people and people groups needing care and compassion, indeed on 
a planet needing rescuing from abuse, Jesus’ question might mean this: 
Who are we willing to join with as we commit to obeying the second of the great 
commandments?  
As we seek to live as people of faith between the first and second coming of Jesus, between 
the ‘Now’ and the ‘Not yet’ of the Kingdom which he proclaimed and exemplified – how are 
we going to behave?  

a) Are we going to shut ourselves off in our little or large religious ghetto – whatever its 
leadership and literature happen to be – and demonise those who are not ‘like us’ or 
‘one of us’?  
Or 

b) Are we going to open our arms, our hearts and our minds wide to a suffering and 
needy world . . .  and join with others who are applying biblical values of love, 
compassion, truth, justice, reconciliation and transformation?                                                    
To do so whether the ‘others’ be a non-Christian Prime Minister or a President-elect 
who has been a practising Christian all his life; whether they be Red Cross or Red 
Crescent; Medecins sans Frontieres or World Vision; Christian World Service (CWS), 
TEAR Fund or Caritas . . .?   

 
Yes, we are called to love God with all we have and are. But the parable of the Good 
Samaritan is about the second great commandment: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  
It is not primarily about “Who is my neighbour?” but “BEING a good neighbour” – and 
acknowledging and co-operating with others who are doing that too.  

Isn’t that what our seriously suffering world needs right now?  


