
Northwest Christchurch Parish 

Church@Home Service 
20 September 2020 – 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 
This is the day that the Lord has made: 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

 
Our Theme today is: What price anger? 

 
Take a moment or two to be still and ask God to be present with you as you worship. 

 
Opening Song     Bless the Lord (10,000 Reasons) - Matt Redman

 
Chorus 1 

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 
Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before 
O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name 

Verse 1 
The sun comes up it's a new day 

dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies 

before me 
Let me be singing when the evening 

comes 

Verse 2 
You're rich in love and You're slow to 

anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is 

kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on 

singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to 
find 

 

 

Verse 3 
And on that day when my strength is 

failing 
The end draws near and my time has 

come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise 
unending 

Ten thousand years and then 
forevermore 

(ENDING) 

Worship Your holy name 
Lord I'll worship Your holy name 

Sing like never before 
O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name 

Worship Your holy name 
Worship Your holy name 

 

CCLI Song # 6016351 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E


Song of Praise – Psalm 145:1-9   

1 I will exalt you, my God the King; 

    I will praise your name for ever and ever. 
2 Every day I will praise you 

    and extol your name for ever and ever. 
 
3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
    his greatness no one can fathom. 
4 One generation commends your works to another; 
    they tell of your mighty acts. 

 
5 They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty— 

    and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 
6 They tell of the power of your awesome works— 

    and I will proclaim your great deeds. 
 
7 They celebrate your abundant goodness 

    and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 
8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 

    slow to anger and rich in love. 
 

ALL:  9 The LORD is good to all; 
    he has compassion on all he has made. 

 

ALL:  Glory to the Father and to the Son:  

And to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning is now: 

   And shall be forever.  Amen 
 

A time of confession  
Happy are those whose sins are forgiven,  

whose wrongs are pardoned.  
I will confess my sins to the Lord  

I will not conceal my wrong doings. 

 
A time of silence as we brings our sins and the sins of the world to the Lord. 

 
God forgives and heals us: 

We need your healing, merciful God:  
Give us true repentance. 

Some sins are plain to us;  
Some escape us,  

Some we cannot face. 
Forgive us;  

Set us free to hear your word to us; 
Set us free to serve you. 

 
God forgives us.   

Forgive others, forgive yourself. 

Through Christ God has put away our sin; approach our God in peace. 



Sentence and Prayer for the day  

By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 
Prayer 

God of grace, You are kind to all people, good beyond our understanding.  Help us to 
be grateful for what we have been given and merciful and generous with our sisters 

and brothers.  Teach us the way of Your kingdom where the last will be first and the 
first will be last.  Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with You, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 

 
1st Reading Jonah 3:10-4:11 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 

relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 
the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried 

to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate 
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending 

calamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 

4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself 

a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then 
the LORD God provided a leafy plant[a] and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade 

for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But 
at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it 

withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun 
blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would 

be better for me to die than to live.” 

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 

10 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not 
tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I 

not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—

and also many animals?” 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22575a


Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and 
sent them into his vineyard. 

3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 

doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay 

you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 
thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing 

around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing 
nothing?’ 

7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to 

the first.’ 

9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 

denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 
But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began 

to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one 
hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the work and the heat of the day.’ 

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you 

agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who 
was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want 

with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23795a


Sermon for SUNDAY 20 September 2020 

An audio recording of this sermon can be found at the following link:  
https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound  

Sermon - What Price Anger - 20 September 2020 
 

WHAT PRICE ANGER? 
Jonah 3:10-4:11; Matthew 20:1-16 

Reflection   Moya 

 
Chris and I only had one row in our short but lovely marriage before he died. We both 

decided not to do that again for different reasons. He, because it didn’t work with me 

and me, because he was right in his anger about what I was planning to do and I 

thought I had better listen to him in future! Anger is part of life – that’s not fair, that 

hurt, why questions, what right has he/she to say that? It is usually about ME! My fear, 

my hurt, my frustration. 

So where does it come from?  God! In the Bible God has anger, not just our projections 

onto him. We have feelings, he is a Person and has feelings and we are made in his 

image. Feelings in us are neither good nor bad, they just are, but it is how we react 

with them that counts. God’s anger is always within his love, justice and holiness, never 

in conflict with them. 

And Jesus got angry! Mark 3 tells the account of the man in the synagogue on the 

Sabbath with a withered arm. Jesus questions the Pharisees and lawyers with’ “Is it 

lawful to do good or evil on the Sabbath, to save life or to destroy?” They are silent and 

he looks round at them “in anger, deeply distressed at their hardness of heart”. He 

heals the man and the Pharisees go out and plot to kill him. Jesus reserved his serious 

anger for the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, saying they are like “white-washed tombs, full 

of dead men’s bones”, in other words, unclean. By the way, his anger can be attractive. 

A friend of mine read those woes to the Pharisees as a teenager in a Religious studies 

class in England and was so impressed that she decided to follow Jesus then and there 

and is still a faithful believer sixty years later. 

How did Jesus deal with his own personal anger, which he surely had, as a human 

being? There are clues in several Psalms: 35, 58, 69, 137 and probably more, which 

contain virulent curses on those who were their enemies, but all in the context of prayer 

to God. Psalm 69 is one by David and is prophetic of Jesus (“zeal for your house 

consumes me”, “they give me vinegar to drink”) but contains these verses and some 

others: 

“May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see and their backs be bent forever. Pour 

out your wrath on them and let your fierce anger overtake them…For they persecute 

those you wound and talk about the pain of those you hurt”. 

But the psalm ends with praise! How can this be? The key is to take any anger we are 

feeling, for whatever reason, to God fully and deeply and tell it all to him. He is the only 

safe place for consuming anger and it will help us see more clearly why we are so angry. 

 

https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound
https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound


Paul, in Ephesians, says “Be angry but do not sin” (quoting Psalm 4) so clearly anger 

is an acceptable emotion, and he goes on to say, “Do not let the sun go down on your 

anger”. Deal with it while it is fresh by taking it to God rather than let it fester and 

become bitterness. My parents always said that is a key to a good marriage too, to 

make up any difference before you go to sleep. And they were married sixty-eight 

years! If action is required to right an injustice, the anger needs to be dealt with and 

controlled so the situation can be explored with reason and hopefully peace. 

How does God deal with our anger, and both good and bad reactions? Let’s look at the 

reading from Jonah. He finally goes to Nineveh after three days in the great fish, and 

proclaims God’s judgement in forty days. These are Assyrians, Israel’s enemies, but 

they all listen and repent in sackcloth and ashes. So there is not overthrow, no 

judgement and Jonah is furious! His enemies are saved and he looks silly! He tells God 

that is why he didn’t want the job in the first place, because he knew what God was 

like, gracious and compassionate. God says mildly, “Do you have a right to be angry?” 

and Job says “Yes!” He is nothing if not honest with God. As he did with Job, God is 

asking Jonah who he is to complain of God’s ways? Then comes the episode of the 

plant, the worm and the scorching wind. Jonah’s reaction is “Bother, the blasted vine 

has died and it provided me with shade!” (Paraphrased!!) God again asks if Jonah has 

the right to be angry about the vine and Jonah again answers, “Yes!” But God goes to 

the heart of the matter with his compassion for Nineveh and 120,000 people (possibly 

children) who “do not know their right hand from their left and also much cattle”. 

What God is doing is teaching Jonah a lesson about God’s wider concerns than just 

Jonah’s little moans, even to compassion on enemies, but we have no idea if Jonah 

actually responds. By the way, the Scripture says God “provided” the vine, the worm 

and the scorching east wind, a concept we may have trouble with.  The Hebrew view 

of God is his absolute sovereignty over everything. He says, in one place, “I wound and 

I heal, I kill and I make alive” (note the order of those statements). We would want to 

say he allows difficult situations because he loves us rather than that he provides them. 

But the Hebrew view does raise the question as to whether my circumstances are 

provided by God to enlarge my vision somehow like Jonah. A thought to ponder… 

In the Gospel reading the workers who were first hired grumble about their payment 

when they had born “the heat and burden of the day” but the master challenges them 

much as God challenged Jonah with, “Do you have a right to be angry?” The master is 

able to do what he likes with his money and he chooses to be generous, like God. 

Grumbling and complaining are a low form of anger and Paul says, “Do everything 

without grumbling and complaining so that you shine like stars in a dark world”. We 

live in a world of grumblers: the weather, the government, the health system, petrol 

prices etc etc. 

If we are to deal with anger rightly, we need to get real with God and pour it out to him 

to the depths of our being, no matter how small the occasion or how big, not spend our 

time grumbling to him.  

 



I have a friend whose sister sadly died at a young age, after much prayer. My friend 

was devastated and became very angry with God about it in her grief, and one day 

could stand it no longer and told God exactly what she thought of him in letting her 

sister die, not answering all the prayers, all the why questions, the injustice of it etc. 

As she came to the end of her outburst, she waited in silence and trepidation for what 

God might say in reply and what came into her head was , “Do you feel better now?” 

and she did. God can handle our anger and our real concerns and he is the path of 

healing if we will turn to him with all our heart. 

Let’s pray. 

Lord God, you know all about anger, its causes and sometimes its terrible effects. Teach 

us to be honest with you and to learn to manage our anger in ways that are healing 

and blessing for us and our world. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

 
Response Song  Oh the Mercy of God - Geoff Bullock  

 

Verse 1 

Oh the mercy of God 

the glory of grace, 

that you chose to redeem us  

to forgive and restore, 

and you call us your children,  

chosen in Him,  

to be holy and blameless 

 to the glory of God. 

 

Chorus 

To the praise of His glorious grace 

to the praise of His glory and power 

to him be all glory, 

honour and praise, 

forever and ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Verse 2  

O the riches of grace The depths of His 

love, 

in Him is redemption,  the forgiveness of 

sin. 

You called us as righteous, chosen in Him, 

for the praise of His glory included in 

Christ. 

 

Verse 3 

O the glory of God, expressed in His Son, 

His image and likeness revealed to us all. 

The plan of the ages completed in Christ,  

that we perfected presented in Him  

 
Copyright 1997 Watershed productions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZXl2Iw502A


The Affirmation of Faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.    Amen. 
 

 
Prayer of the Church – Sunday, 20 September 2020 

 

God has given us his Spirit, and by the Spirit we pray to him as our Father. So, let us 
bring our requests to God now … 

 
Almighty God and Creator, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. How majestic is your 

name in all the earth! We praise and thank you for making and upholding all things 
day by day. For our bodies and minds with all their powers, for food and clothing, 

home and family, daily work and all we need from day to day, we give you thanks. 
Open our eyes and ears to your creative presence in our daily lives; and open the 

eyes of our hearts to your Son through your word. 
Lord we humble ourselves in your presence and we adore you 

 
We thank you for your new creation – your church, the body of your Son – in whom 

we receive grace and mercy. Bless and protect your church throughout the world that 
she may preach the gospel in all its truth unhindered to all people. Equip the leaders 

of our church, and today we commend to you Bishop Peter and Vicar Jo. By your Holy 

Spirit enable them to carry out their callings with joy, strength and wisdom.   
Lord we humble ourselves in your presence and we adore you 

 
We thank you for ordering our country and society by means of our government and 

elected leaders. Bless those in positions of responsibility that they may willingly strive 
for truth and justice, and so be your instruments of care and protection. We 

particularly pray that they would continue to grant freedom of religious expression so 
that the church may publicly declare that there is no salvation apart from your Son 

Jesus Christ. And in the lead up to the General Election, we pray for all those aspiring 
to serve as members of parliament – that they would be committed to honesty, 

integrity and humility; and for all eligible voters – that they would exercise this 
privilege with enthusiasm, preparation and wisdom.  

Lord we humble ourselves in your presence and we adore you 
 



Heavenly Father, bring healing and comfort for people around the world suffering 

from Coronavirus COVID-19. Speed their recovery and slow the spread of the virus. 
We thank you for the efforts of all those involved in treating, testing and caring for 

patients, and ask your protection over them as they go about their work. Give 
wisdom to governments around the world as they manage this outbreak. We ask for 

your peace when we are tempted to panic or become anxious about this disease, and 
its social and economic consequences. Help us to place our trust in you, knowing that 

our life is safely hidden in you and that you are the Lord of all creation. Enable us to 
show your love to others, sharing the hope we have in you, praying and caring for the 

sick and needy as best we can in the name of Christ. 
Lord we humble ourselves in your presence and we adore you 

 
Grant your healing and peace to all we know are unwell or undergoing medical 

treatment. Today we commit to you (insert names, including people listed in The 
Bridge). Watch over them, give them confidence in your good and gracious will for 

them and guide the surgeons, doctors, nurses and other health professionals who 

care for them. 
Lord we humble ourselves in your presence and we adore you 

 
Graciously protect us from fire and flood, from war and disease, from famine and 

strife and from every kind of disaster. Support all people in their proper vocation, 
particularly those who are overworked and those whose work is difficult and 

dangerous. Help all those who are unemployed or underemployed to find suitable 
work. Bless our arts and culture, our science and technology. Be with all widows and 

widowers, and provide for all children who have lost their parents. Comfort those who 
are lonely and those who mourn the loss of loved ones. 

Lord we humble ourselves in your presence and we adore you 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, hear us, your children, as we bring our prayers to you. 
We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven 
Holy be Your name 

Your kingdom come Your will be done 
On earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial 

But deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom the pow'r and the glory 

Are Yours now and forever 
Amen 

 

 

 



Final Prayer  

Most loving God, creator and redeemer, 
We give You thanks for the privilege of meeting in your name wherever we are and 

how ever we gather. 
Through Christ, and with all Your saints, 

We offer ourselves 
And our lives to Your service. 

Send us out in the power of Your Spirit, 
To stand with You in Your world. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, the servant, 
Our friend and brother.  Amen 

 
Blessing 

May Christ who out of defeat brings new hope and new alternatives, bring you new 
life and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all and 

those you love and care for. Amen. 

 

Song:  The Compassion Hymn  

Verse 1 
There is an everlasting kindness 

You lavished on us 

When the radiance of heaven 
Came to rescue the lost 

You called the sheep without 
A shepherd to leave their distress 

For Your streams of forgiveness 
And the shade of Your rest 

 
Verse 2 

And with compassion for the hurting 
You reached out Your hand 

As the lame ran to meet You 
And the dead breathed again 

You saw behind the eyes of 
Sorrow and shared in our tears 

Heard the sigh of the weary 

Let the children draw near 
 

Chorus 
What boundless love what fathomless 

grace 
You have shown us O God of 

compassion 
Each day we live an off'ring of praise 

As we show to the world Your 
compassion 

 
 

 

Verse 3 
We stood beneath the cross of Calv'ry 

And gazed on Your face 
At the thorns of oppression 

And the wounds of disgrace 
For surely You have borne our suff'ring 

And carried our grief 
As You pardoned the scoffer 

And showed grace to the thief 
 

Verse 4 
How beautiful the feet 

That carry this gospel of peace 
To the fields of injustice 

And the valleys of need 

To be a voice of hope and healing 
To answer the cries 

Of the hungry and helpless 
With the mercy of Christ 

 

 

CCLI Song # 5468807 - Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend 

Dismissal  
Go now to love and serve the Lord.   Amen we go in the name of Christ.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XLyibTpoB4

