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ANZAC Day Service 

 
Take a moment or two to be still and ask God to be 

present with you as you worship. 
 

 

 

On this ANZAC Day, we gather to remember those who lost their lives, 
those who were wounded in their bodies and minds; we remember the 

sacrifices of all the people who served on land and sea and air, and for 
those at home waiting, and longing for peace to come. 

May your peace fill the world. 

May there be an end to war. 
May we find true justice for all your children. 

May we all live love. 

In Jesus of Nazareth, you offered us a guide to that peace.   

Jesus said – ‘My peace I leave you, a peace that the world cannot give’.  
In His living, His teaching and His dying, 

He offered us a way to live and to see others through eyes of love.  
“If you have two cloaks, give one to a person who has none.” 

“What is the greatest commandment?  
 

The greatest is the first… ‘Love God with all your heart, soul, mind 
and strength and love your neighbour as yourself!” 

 
 

Opening Song  The Lord’s my Shepherd (and I will trust) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak


Song of Praise      Peace for the Nations – pg 90 NZPB  

In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house 
will be established as the highest of the mountains. 

  It will be raised above the hills,  
and all the nations will flock to it. 

 
Many peoples will come and they will say:  

'Let us go up to the  
mountain of the Lord,  

to the house  of the God of Jacob, 
  'that we may be taught the ways of the Lord:  

and may walk in the right paths.' 
   

From the mountain of the Lord shall go forth the  law:  
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

  The Lord will judge between the nations,  

  and settle disputes for many peoples. 
They shall beat their swords into ploughshares,  

and their spears into pruning hooks. 
  Nation shall not lift up sword against nation:  

nor ever again prepare for war. 
   

Come O House of Jacob;  
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
Glory to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever, Amen.   
Confession and forgiveness 

In a time of quiet let us come before God remembering our separation 
from God and for the brokenness of our human family as we confess our 

sins: 

Time of quiet  

Eternal God,  

have mercy on our human failings.  
We acknowledge our greed, fear and jealousy;  

we acknowledge our human aggression.  
Forgive those sins that lead to war and the sin that separates us from You 

and one another. Lord in Your mercy hear our prayer. 
 

God forgives us – be at peace.  
Sentence:    

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.   

John 14:27 

 

 



Prayer:  

God of new beginnings, you hold life and death in your hands. May our 
hope in your power and love strengthen us to live creatively, not fearing 

the future, but knowing that in the end all shall be well. We ask this 
through the risen Christ, who is alive with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

 
Reading    Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

3 There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2 

    a time to be born and a time to die, 
    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3 

    a time to kill and a time to heal, 
    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4 

    a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5 

    a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 

    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6 

    a time to search and a time to give up, 

    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7 

    a time to tear and a time to mend, 

    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8 

    a time to love and a time to hate, 

    a time for war and a time for peace. 
 

 
Reading   Revelation 21:1-4  

 
21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw 

the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning 

or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Gospel Reading  John 11:17-27    

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from 
Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 

them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever 

you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 

last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, who is to come into the world.” 

 
Sharing  Video for today -  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrXxACZRx30  
 

 
Response song – Be Still for the Presence  

 
 

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

God of eternity, Lord of the ages,  
we thank you that in times past,  

when darkness and evil enveloped the human family,  
ordinary men and women, from all parts of society,  

in many nations, responded to resist aggression,  
to fight evil, to stand for righteousness  

and to defend freedom.  

We thank you for all who gave their lives  

in the service of their country,  
for all who suffered in battle,  

for all who were taken prisoner,  
for all wounded in body, mind or spirit.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrXxACZRx30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZugvUQ4m90U


We thank you for the contribution to this struggle  

made by men and women who stayed at home  
working in factories, offices and on the land, caring for their families. 

Lord, for all who defended freedom, we thank you.  

O God, deliver us from the prison of hatred against the enemy,  

set us free from the powers of revenge,  
liberate us from bitterness and anger,  

help us to use the freedom defended  
and won in times past to make this world a happier  

and better place for all people.  
Remembering your world, O God, 

loved by Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit. 

Bring us into wholeness, bring us into love, bring us into peace, 

let us be witnesses of all these things in all times and places. 
We remember all your people, O God, 

and we pray that we might be signs of your peace and love in all 

the world. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven 
Holy be Your name 

Your kingdom come Your will be done 
On earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial 

But deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom the pow'r and the glory 

Are Yours now and forever 

Amen 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE  

In the quietness of this time  
we remember the sounds of the battlefield,  

the despair of defeat, the deprivations of captivity.  
We remember those who paid the supreme sacrifice,  

all who lie buried in distant lands.  
We remember all who have been engaged in defending freedom,  

their bravery and dedication,  
their patriotism and humour,  

their resourcefulness and hope.  
We remember sailors, soldiers and airmen,  

nurses, ancillary workers and civilians who suffered. 
We remember ordinary people from all around the world  

and especially New Zealand-those known to us.  
sons and daughters, husbands and wives,  

fathers and mothers, friends and relatives  

who served the nation in time of war.  
Lord, we remember them;  

we honour them;  
we are grateful;  

we are free.  
 

 
Two minutes silence  

 
The Last Post – Video:   The Last Post - Royal Australian Air Force  

 
 

THE ODE 
They shall grow not old,  

as we that are left grow old 

Age shall not weary them,  
nor years condemn them 

At the going down of the sun  
and in the morning 

We will remember them 
We will remember them 

 
 

Final Prayer 
God and Father of Jesus Christ, 

we leave this service for a week in which busy activities 
and worshipful remembrance are intertwined. 

Teach us, even now, how to make every day a day of prayer, 
so that each day of our lives is filled with hope 

because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Through Jesus we pray. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McCDWYgVyps


Blessing  

May the journey of this week lead us 
into the fullness of Christ’s love. 

And the blessing of God, Father Son and Holy Spirit  
be with us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 
Final Song:   The National Anthem - God Defend New Zealand 

 
 

Additional Song:  The Blessing - Aotearoa NZ Churches 
 

 
Dismissal  

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.                                                                                    
Amen we go in the name of Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6qmdqvItkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZQPifs2kjo

