
Northwest Christchurch Parish Church@Home Service 

12 July 2020 – Refugee Sunday – Healing Service 
 

Our Theme today is: Refugee Sunday 
     

Take a moment or two to be still and ask God to be present with you 
as you worship. 

 
 

Call to Worship      Loving God you call us to love each other as you have loved us,  
 to welcome the stranger and give a drink of water to those who thirst. 
 

ALL: In this time of uncertainty, we look for you loving God.  
 Give us the strength to challenge what is not right,  

 The courage to stand alongside those who are hurting,  

 The hope to keep believing that justice will come. Amen 
 

The gathering of the community  
Leader:      We have come together to acknowledge God’s presence with praise and 

affirmation, to seek reconciliation, and to pray for healing and 
wholeness.  

 The Lord be with you. 
People:    The Lord bless you. 

Leader: Jesus said, “Heal the sick …. and say to them, the Kingdom of God has 
come near to you.” 

People:    Affirming that God is the source of healing and wholeness, we 
open our lives to him in praise and in prayer for ourselves and 

others. 
 

Opening Song       Simple Living - Getty/Townend 
CCLI Song # 5933552 - Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend 

 
Sentence: 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest,” says the Lord.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart.” 

Matthew 11:28-29 
Prayer  

Unpretentious God, You call us as we are; and in our weakness you find 
strength.  Help us so to delight in who we are, that we are set free to 

dream of all that we could yet become; Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, 
who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://youtu.be/89AcQdsDXKA


A time of confession    

Happy are those whose sins are forgiven,  
whose wrongs are pardoned.  

I will confess my sins to the Lord  
I will not conceal my wrong doings. 

 
A time of silence as we brings our sins and the sins of the world to the Lord. 

 
God forgives and heals us: 

We need your healing, merciful God: 
Give us true repentance. 

Some sins are plain to us;  

Some escape us, 
Some we cannot face. 

Forgive us;  
Set us free to hear your word to us; 

Set us free to serve you. 
 

God forgives us 
Forgive others, forgive yourself. 

Through Christ God has put away our sin; approach our God in peace. 
 

 
1st Reading: Gen 24:34-38,42-49,58-67    

A reading from the book of Genesis (chapter 24 beginning at verse 34) 
34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has blessed my master 

abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver 

and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 36 My master’s wife 
Sarah has borne him a son in her old age, and he has given him everything he 

owns. 37 And my master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You must not get a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live, 38 but 

go to my father’s family and to my own clan, and get a wife for my son.’ 

42 “When I came to the spring today, I said, ‘LORD, God of my master Abraham, if 
you will, please grant success to the journey on which I have come. 43 See, I am 

standing beside this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say 
to her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar,” 44 and if she says to me, 

“Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,” let her be the one the LORD has 
chosen for my master’s son.’ 

45 “Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on her 
shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, ‘Please 
give me a drink.’ 

46 “She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll water 
your camels too.’ So I drank, and she watered the camels also. 

 

 

 



47 “I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ 

“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.’ 

“Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, 48 and I bowed 
down and worshiped the LORD. I praised the LORD, the God of my master 

Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my 
master’s brother for his son. 49 Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my 
master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.” 

58 So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?” 

“I will go,” she said. 

59 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and 
Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 

“Our sister, may you increase 

    to thousands upon thousands; 
may your offspring possess 

    the cities of their enemies.” 
61 Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and mounted the camels and went 
back with the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left. 

62 Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. 63 He 
went out to the field one evening to meditate,[f] and as he looked up, he saw 

camels approaching. 64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from 
her camel 65 and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet 
us?” 

“He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself. 

66 Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 67 Isaac brought her into the tent of 

his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved 
her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-655f


Gospel Mark 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark chapter 11 beginning at verse 16) 

Praise and glory to God. 
 

16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple 

courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be 

called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” 
18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a 

way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his 

teaching. 
19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 
25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, 

so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” [26 – But if you do not 

forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your sins.]  
27 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple 

courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28 “By 

what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you 

authority to do this?” 
29 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 30 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of 

human origin? Tell me!” 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Go to https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound for audio recordings of Sermon 
– or click on the links provided below and select the appropriate audio.)   
 

Sermon for 12 July 2020 on  

Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67 and Mark 11:16-19,25-30 

REFUGEE SUNDAY – REV JOANNE LATHAM 
Audio - Refugee Sunday Sermon 

 

Video - Educating Refugee Kids in Lebanon Video  
 
REFUGEES One perspective 
 

They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 

Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 
Cut-throats and thieves 

They are not  
Welcome here 

We should make them 
Go back to where they came from 

They cannot 
Share our food 

Share our homes 
Share our countries 

Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 

These are people just like us 
A place should only belong to those who are born there 

Do not be so stupid to think that 
The world can be looked at another way 

 
Or   another perspective 

 
The world can be looked at another way 

Do not be so stupid to think that 
A place should only belong to those who are born there 

These are people just like us 
It is not okay to say 

Build a wall to keep them out 
Instead let us 

Share our countries 

Share our homes 
Share our food 

They cannot 
Go back to where they came from 

https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound
https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound
https://youtu.be/SOcE86xkF3Q


We should make them 

Welcome here 
They are not  

Cut-throats and thieves 
With bombs up their sleeves 

Layabouts and loungers 
Chancers and scroungers 

We need to see them for who they really are 
Should life have dealt a different hand 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
So do not tell me 

They have no need of our help 

 
These are challenging words. The first perspective is one we hear from many a 

voice in our world today- we may hear ourselves thinking a little like this from time 
to time. We don’t want to have to solve the world’s problems or be generous to 

others. We go into self-preservation mode and want someone else to make this 
better, make it go away.  

But if we take on board the second perspective – if we look at people from God’s 
point of view, if we walk a mile in their shoes and realise we too could have been 

dealt this hand. If we come from the point of view of incredible thankfulness that 
we are where we are and have what we have with generous hearts towards people 

who have been displaced through no fault of their own, then we realise that we are 
being invited to do something- however small, we are invited to be involved.   

 
For more than 70 years New Zealand churches have welcomed refugees into our 

communities, giving practical help and making friends with newcomers. Refugee 

resettlement became a core shared ministry of the National Council of Churches 
which was established in 1945. Today the Red Cross have taken up the mandate to 

welcome and settle refugees and migrants to our land. We have doubled our quota 
over the last year.  

 
A refugee is a person who, ‘owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for 

reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or 
political opinion, is outside the country of his [or her] nationality, and is unable to, 

or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country.”  
UN Convention on Refugees, 1951  

 
"Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are persons or groups of persons who 

have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of habitual 
residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed 

conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or 

human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized 
State border." UNHCR  

 
How many refugees are there around the world? 

At least 79.5 million people around the world have been forced to flee their 
homes. Among them are nearly 26 million refugees, around half of whom 

are under the age of 18. 



There are also millions of stateless people, who have been denied a nationality 

and lack access to basic rights such as education, health care, employment and 
freedom of movement. 

At a time when 1 per cent of the world’s population have fled their homes as 
a result of conflict or persecution, the work of organisations like UNHCR and Red 

Cross is more important than ever before. 
UNHCR personnel  

UNHCR as of 31 May 2020, are employing 17,324 people, of whom around nearly 
90 per cent are based in the field. They work in 135 countries, with personnel 

based in a mixture of regional and branch offices and sub and field offices. The 
teams work hard to help the displaced, specializing in a wide range of disciplines, 

including legal protection, administration, community services, public affairs and 

health. 
 

Organisations like Tear Fund and World Vision are on the ground in refugee villages 
all around the world. I heard a report on the radio this week that one of the world’s 

largest villages Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh which houses 855,000 Rohingya 
Refugees is struggling to cope with the surge of Covid 19 infections in the camp.  

Medair an NGO working in the camps is setting up makeshift clinics to care for 
those infected. Carl Adams – a New Zealander working there described the camps 

as crowded places where shelters are made of bamboo, including the 450 bed 
intensive care unit which runs off generators. There are fears that when the virus 

peaks there will not be enough beds to cope with the crisis they may be faced with. 
They have had 2500 cases in the camp and just 2 deaths. . There is a real sense of 

fear in the camps because there are gaps in information – people don’t really 
understand what the virus is or how it works, they are told to keep a safe distance 

and to use good hand hygiene- both of which are really challenging to do in their 

cramped environment.  NZ has committed $7million to help the UN manage this 
crisis in refugee camps. Dr Joanna Spratt from Oxfam is petitioning our government 

to send more. She says: ‘ ‘What the corona virus has shown us is just how 
connected we are as a global human family’ 

 
‘We got through here in NZ by pulling together and helping each other out and now 

we need to do that for families across the world.’  
 

Others such as Siouxsie Wiles Science commentator and associate professor at the 
University of Auckland adds her voice to this request- ‘We have a responsibility as 

part of this planet to be doing our bit so I would expect us to be trying to help 
those in other countries.’  

Carl Adams who is worki g in Cox’s Bazar said that despite the tough reality of what 
they have to face daily in the camp he had been impressed with how committed 

doctors and nurses have been to return to the camp each day. There are lots of 

uncertainties and we never know exactly how it is going to turn out, people are 
doing their best to get by and pull together. 

 
What is our response? Can we make a contribution to an organisation we are 

committed to that will use the gifts to help with refugee support especially at this 
time of Covid 19 pandemic sweeping through vulnerable communities. Christian 

World Service is running a campaign and inviting people to join them. They have 
two suggestions – one trying to live off $32 a week for food to show solidarity with 

people who have very little and donating the rest of what we would normally spend 

https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do.html


on groceries in a week to their work with refugees or to have a sponsored walk and 

donate the money raised. I know some of you like to walk so maybe you could get 
some sponsors. Or it may just be easier to make a direct donation. Perhaps as a 

home group or AAW or Men’s Fellowship you could consider making a gift together 
to a group you are aware of.  

 
We heard the loving story of Abraham’s servant going to find a wife for Isaac . 

Abraham and Sarah did not want Isaac to marry a local Canaanite women. 
Abraham sent his servant laden with gifts to his birthplace in Mesopotamia to find a 

wife for his son, instructing him to make sure the woman he chose would be willing 
to come with him (v.8). The journey from Mesopotamia to Canaan is over 5,000 

km, making the camels very important. The writer described the meeting with 

Rebekah at the well in striking detail. This is not a story of a displaced woman, but 
of one who chose her future, taking her maids and travelling with Abraham’s 

servant to a foreign land (v.61). Once in Canaan, Rebekah took matters into her 
own hands. On seeing Isaac she got off her camel and asked the unnamed servant 

who he was (v.65). The servant briefed Isaac who took the now veiled Rebekah to 
meet his mother first of all (v.67), “and he loved her” (v.67b). This was a journey 

of choice as hard and uncertain as it may have been. For refugees their long 
journeys are not from choice but from desperation.  

 
In our gospel passage, Jesus made clear he was on the same side as John the 

Baptist, who was imprisoned by the authorities. John had a vision for the people. 
He challenged the violence and injustice of his time. He told the Pharisees they 

were like white washed buildings looking like they were doing the right thing but 
treating people in unjust ways and not caring for the marginalised and poor. He told 

them to share what they had with the poor, to go the extra mile. He was accused of 

being demon possessed. Jesus in his care for the poor and outcast was accused of 
being a drunken and a glutton. When you walk with those who have no voice, with 

those who are in desperate need of support and care you will be misunderstood. 
Jesus offered complete support and relief to those who had struggled against 

injustice, He invites all those who are weary to come to him and find rest for their 
souls.  “Come to me, all you that are weary”.  

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” 

Jesus daily bears our burdens and invites us to come and unburden ourselves to 

him. He invites us to take his yoke upon our shoulders. A yoke in Jesus day was 
designed for the oxen or cattle to carry a burden or pull a plough. It was designed 

to fit just right – so it was easy to bear the load. The oxen walked in pairs to share 
the load and the yoke bound them together. Jesus invitation to follow him is saying 

I will carry the load, walk in step with me – I am gentle and humble – I won’t put 
unwieldy demands on you. I will give you rest in your weariness. It’s a wonderful 

invitation isn’t it? Especially when we feel overwhelmed. It is an invitation Jesus 
offers everyone- offers it to all the world’s displaced people and refugees. The 

invitation most often comes through a follower of Jesus who serves among these 

vulnerable people offering hope and friendship, practical help and education and 
health.  



We can take up the invitation Jesus offers us and we can offer that invitation to 

others. I was trying to walk beside a friend who is grieving a loss this week and 
hearing how they were feeling like God was totally against them because so many 

crappy things had happened to them over the past few years. They were angry and 
bitter. Nothing I said was really helping and they weren’t looking for pat answers. I 

think the only way I can really help is to be there somehow to help ease the 
burden, to somehow say – Jesus offers the invitation to come to him when you are 

weary and burdened – and I think that won’t come necessarily with words but with 
my actions, my care, my love.  

Being a friend to a person who has come to live here as they have escaped their 
own land – to welcome and offer hospitality and kindness is the best gift to give. To 

support the work of one of the many agencies in some small way is to say we 
recognise that we are a part of a global family of humanity and in our own 
abundance we can be generous.  

 
Prayer for Uprooted People  

Loving God  

We pray for the many people around the world who live in the fear created by war 
and violence  

We pray for those who have had to leave their homes and cannot find shelter  
We pray for those who are hungry and lack clean water and medical care. Come 

suffering God, heal the pain of your people.  
Compassionate God  

For all those who have been uprooted from their homes, we pray for protection and 
shelter.  

Come suffering God, heal the pain of your people.  
Weeping God  

Create in us a deeper sense of your love for this world  
Encourage us to be brave in our actions  

Generous in our sharing and Hopeful in our living  
That we may build communities of compassion for each other                                                                                    

across the many lines that divide and separate us.  

Come suffering God, heal the pain of your people.  
In the name of Jesus we pray.  

Amen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We invite you to reflect on the following song / video 

Response Song  God of the Poor - Graham Kendrick   

CCLI Song # 1236690 - Graham Kendrick 

 

Refugee Sunday prayer  
Merciful God. We pray for all people in danger, those seeking refuge and fleeing for 

their lives, who face hunger and discrimination, whose voices are not heard.  
May they find the help they need to not only survive but to live well. May they find 

a warm welcome and new opportunities. May they be safe.  
Help us to look beyond our own fears and concerns to stand with people displaced 

and unfairly treated as we challenge treatment that is not right.  
May our ears be attuned to voices we have not heard as we work together for 

justice and peace. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Invocation  NZPB page 741   
Like the first disciples before the coming of God’s power at Pentecost, 
we wait in faith, and pray. 

Silence 
Be with us, Holy Spirit; nothing can separate us from your love. 

Be with us as of old, fill us with your power,  
direct all our thoughts to your goodness. 

Be present, Holy Spirit; bring faith and healing and peace. 
Silence 

The Lord is here God’s Spirit is with us. 
 

Prayers   
Gracious God, slow to anger full of compassion and love towards us, faithful and 

forgiving; touch our hearts today with a fresh awareness of your presence, assure 

us in a deeper way that we belong to you-we are yours.  
 

Pour out your love into our hearts by your Holy Spirit and shine your light where 
darkness and sorrow linger. 

 
We bring our brokenness to you and pray healing God-make us whole 

 
(bring before God the things you need healing for) 

 
We bring our sickness to you and the sickness of those we love and know and we 

pray – Touch us all with your healing power and presence- make us new 
 

(bring before God your need for healing and those  you want to pray for today) 
 

We bring the brokenness of our world to you and pray – bring your healing to our 

broken world and turn the hearts of those who are far away from you to know you, 
to be set free by you and to declare you as Lord.  

Reach out your hand to all creation to bring renewal, healing and peace. 
 

(bring to God the brokenness of our world ) 
 

We pray all these prayers in the name and power of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 
 

https://youtu.be/3kVHKuldZyw


Lord’s Prayer   Audio - The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father in heaven.  Holy be Your name 
Your kingdom come.  Your will be done on earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us 

Save us from the time of trial 
But deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom the pow'r and the glory 
Are Yours now and forever. Amen 

 
Blessing      
God our healer, 
Keep us aware of your presence. 

Support us with your power; 
comfort us with your protection; 

give us your strength and establish us in your peace. 
And may the blessing of our holy, healing, enabling God 

be with us, and stay with us always. Amen 
 

Closing Prayer  

May you draw strength from this time together so you can face the uncertainty of 
today. May you find courage to face what is troubling you and to reach out to the 

people you meet who need justice. May you find God’s peace as you walk with 
others, making our world a kinder, safer place.  

We go in peace and in love.  
Blessed are the peacemakers. Amen. 

 
Song       Make Way, Make Way for Christ the King – Graham Kendrick 

CCLI Song # 121074 - Graham Kendrick 

 

Dismissal  
Go now to love and serve the Lord.  Amen we go in the name of Christ.   

https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound
https://youtu.be/zMCVNrz58yw

