
Sermon for SUNDAY 16 May 2021 - Jo 

 

ASCENSION 
Acts 1:1-11 Luke 24:44-53 

 

I wonder if anyone went to the Hot Air Balloon festival at Hororata 

a few weeks back?  

When Annette, a childhood friend of mine turned 50 she phoned me 

up and asked if I had ever been Hot Air Ballooning and would I like 

to go for her birthday - her treat. I said- I'd be terrified but why 

not.  

 

And so I went one frosty morning about 5am out the back of Oxford 

and off we went-up up and away! and I wasn't terrified at all. The 

lift off went well. It was noisy when they boosted the flames for 

the air to heat but when they turned them down to a pilot light the 

quietness was amazing.  

 

You could look down and see people hanging out their washing, 

mushrooms in the field that we got quite a close up look at, I even 

rung my nephew from up in the air to say hi. It was quite magic 

really. Even the landing was quite smooth although the basket tipped 

over on its side- and so did we. When we got out and tidied 

everything away we got a well earned glass of bubbly and then it was 

back to a hotel for breakfast.  

 

But the sense of being above everything and calmly floating across 

the sky stayed with me for a long time.  

 

Today we are reminded of, and celebrate the Ascension. I wonder if 

you have ever noticed in the Book of Acts that: 

 

It begins with Jesus GOING UP (The Ascension). 

  

Then we see the Holy Spirit COMING DOWN (at Pentecost). 

  



And in the rest of the book till this very day we see the Church 

GOING OUT! 

(making disciples)  
 

So where did Jesus go? 

Back to be with the Father-Jesus ascends to his throne-his place of 

honour at the Father’s side. Lord of Lords and King of Kings. 

He receives again the glory he had with the Father from all time.  

 

What does he do there? Intercedes for us-holds us before the 

Father all day long. The whole of humanity is pulled towards the 

heart of God through Christ. He holds everyone before his father 

and prays that the Father will draw them to himself.  

When Jesus returned to his father's house he carries us with him 

right to the heart of the father- he holds us up to God each and 

everyday as he intercedes for us, prays on our behalf, that we might 

find peace and healing, forgiveness and grace to live each day in the 

middle of the challenges we live through. 

 

What did Jesus promise? 

That he would not leave us as orphans alone, but that he would send 

the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth and empower us to be his 

witnesses. And that the Holy Spirit would do the convicting and 

convincing that Jesus is who he said he was and came to bring us into 

a renewed relationship with God our Father through his death on the 

cross, his resurrection from the dead and now his ascension to the 

Father  

 

He was coming down in power by his Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



What did he call his disciples to do? 

First of all to wait for power and then to go and pass the baton on-

to continue the mission that Jesus came to do-to preach a message 

of repentance and forgiveness of sins, to make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father the Son and the 

Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey all that Jesus had taught 

them, 

 

TO GO OUT! 

 

And what about us? What does the message of the ascension say 

to us here and now? 

 

Jesus has gone before us to prepare a place for us-of that we can 

be assured.  

He will come and take us there-either at the end of our lives or on 

his return. 

in the meantime he carries us to the heart of the father- to 

intercede for us, to pray for our strength and protection, our 

healing and restoration.  

Gives us a job to do too. 

 

To tell other people about Jesus. Bishop Peter in his vision to 

regenerate the Diocese states ‘Making disciples is our main goal’.  

To bring a message of repentance and forgiveness of sins. 

How do we do that?-do we stand on street corners preaching hellfire 

and brimstone-turn or burn. Do we live as judges of our fellow human 

beings condemning people for breaking the ten commandments until 

they repent and ask for forgiveness? Or do we show people how to 

turn around and come home? That is what repentance means-to 

turn around.  

 

 

 



Jesus told a story of a wayward son who squandered all his 

inheritance while his father was still alive, broke every rule in the 

book and who finally came to his senses when he was at rock bottom 

and turned around, towards home and finally came back to his father 

who ran to meet him and embraced him forgiving everything he had 

done, without question and had a party. That is the message of 

repentance and forgiveness we have to preach. 

 

A message about a father who longs for us to come home when we 

have wandered far away doing our own thing-trying to meet our 

needs in false ways- and who is out everyday looking for us, ready to 

run to meet us, and embrace us and welcome us home because he 

wants a relationship with us-so much so that he sent his son to live 

and die among us and for us.  

 

That is a wonderful message to share and the good news is Jesus 

still sends the gift of his Holy and enabling Spirit to make us 

credible and effective witnesses of all Jesus has done for us and can 

do in our lives to turn us around and give us life and set us free. 

 

He still empowers us to be his witnesses, to tell people the good 

news of Jesus Christ and to teach people all about God’s way of life. 

To obey the teachings of Jesus, to love God with all our heart and 

mind and soul and strength and to love others as ourselves-to even 

lay down our lives for each other.  

 

It’s been awesome over the past couple of weeks to see the children 

who come to Wacky Wednesday soaking up the Gospel story of the 

Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin. Two stories that show how much God 

loves us and looks for us when we are lost through our deliberate 

wondering away or through no fault of our own. The Story of the 

returning Son, and the welcoming father shows this even more of 

someone who turns their back on God and yet who turns around to 

come home.  

 



 

The reason we asked you to pray on Wednesday evening is because 

we really sense God at work and we felt the need to get you all 

onboard to pray for this vital ministry that STARTS TO FULFILL 

the next two things Bishop Peter has a vision for in our diocese- 

SUPPORTING FAMILIES and ENRICHING COMMUNITIES. We 

are all in this together though the community ministries we have and 

through our own involvement as members of our communities being 

good neighbours. 

 

We so need the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives to 

empower and equip us for this task and in the lives of those we are 

supporting and connecting with. That God would by his spirit draw 

people to the knowledge of his love for them and convince them that 

he is the way the truth the life.  

 

As we approach the season of Pentecost let us learn to wait to be 

clothed with power from on high, the power of the Holy Spirit, let 

him draw us to the fathers heart and know that there he will meet 

our needs and embrace us in his love and acceptance and forgiveness 

and will heal us. He will enable us to be the people God longs for us 

to be and to do the work he calls us to. 

 

Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. We are invited to pray this week 

for those we would love to come to know Jesus. If you would like to 

pray especially for one of the Wacky or Youth Families collect a 

name from us at the end of the service to take home and pray for 

them each day this week.  

In his name. Amen! 
 


