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God’s salvation is close at hand. 
God created the world and all the people, creatures, plants everything.  
He created us for a relationship with him so we could know God and God’s love for us.  
God wanted to be our God and he wanted us to be his people.  
That relationship begun with God’s intent for us to have unbroken communion with him- a close relationship 
with the creator.  
When our first mother and father, Adam and Eve listened to the temptation of the evil one and decided it 
was good to be like God in the knowledge of good and evil something changed forever.  
Their relationship with God changed.  
They were aware they were naked before God and their innocence was lost.  
A separation from God crept in and the consequences of that action have effected every living being, and 
the whole of creation ever since.  
From that time on humankind has missed the mark in the way we live.  
Sin entered the world.  
And you don’t have to look very far to see that up to this day sin effects the whole world, it affects us.  
It affects the whole of creation which is groaning to be redeemed. Groaning to know the salvation of God. 
  
God who made us for relationship seeing the brokenness of our relationship reached out to us through 
different people down through the ages to restore the relationship between us and God. 
Firstly He called Noah and his family to do something about it. The flood came. Noah was saved and with 
his family and 2 of every kind of animal started again. He made a covenant with Noah that the earth would 
never be flooded to the same extent again and the sign of that promise was the rainbow. 
And then further along the time line God called Abraham, a man of faith who wanted a relationship with 
God. He gave him a promise and made a covenant with him.  
Genesis 12:2 ‘I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great and I will 
bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 
That promise was God’s initial promise to bless the whole world through a nation that was his and wanted 
relationship with him. It sprung from Abraham. 
And then through Abraham to Isaac, Jacob (who God renamed Israel) and his son Joseph. Through this 
era the people of Israel began to be established. When Joseph was taken to Egypt and became the prime 
minister God used the situation to preserve his family-which was the beginning of the nation of Israel. The 
family came to Egypt and began to prosper and grew as a people group.  
As time went on and Joseph died and Israel grew within the boundaries of Egypt-the Egyptians got jealous 
and nervous of their strength and made them slaves.  
We then move to the next person God called – Moses-who set them free from Egypt and took them 
through the wilderness to the place of promise-Canaan – Moses received the covenant of the law-the ten 
commandments- and the promise that they would be God’s people and he would be their God.  
The purpose in all this was not to just have a group of people to call his own for exclusive purposes or to 
keep the message of God’s grace and acceptance to themselves.  
The whole purpose was that through them the whole world would be blessed.  
They could know God and be in relationship with him. 
That was God’s promise to Abraham and it was moving through the generations to establish Israel as a 
nation.  
And then as they settled in the promised land things went well for a while.  
Worship in the Tabernacle was established from their time in the wilderness.  
They developed structure and leadership.  
Samuel was the prophet anointed to bring God’s word to them.  
And then they looked at other nations around them and saw they all had kings.  
To date God had been Israel’s King but now they wanted to be like those other nations and so God 
relented and let them have a king.  
Saul was their first king, and he went bad, and then David was next-he had a few slip ups but his heart 
was after God and he led the people well. Solomon came next and it was his task to build the temple and 
establish temple worship.  
The nation grew and became established and all the while their God given task was to show God to 
the nations.  



But what happened in reality was they began to be squeezed into the mould of the surrounding nations and 
they strayed from God.  
God used other nations to discipline them and they were led into exile more than once.  
But always there were those whose hearts still sought after God and God always preserved a remnant of 
people who loved him and wanted to carry out his purposes.  
Other prophets were called to keep Israel true to their God. But much of Israel didn’t listen.  
In the 400 years leading up to the coming of Christ no prophet’s voice was heard. God’s people had grown 
hard of heart and dull of hearing.  
They had made a religion of rules and works and self-righteousness that was unattainable for the ordinary 
person in the street.  They had rejected any prophets that God had sent in the past not wanting to hear 
God’s heart for them and so God had stopped sending prophets. He had been silent.  
But still there were those who did follow God, who did want to know him and seek him. And there were 
always Gentile people outside the covenant who were God seekers and many joined God’s people and 
were brought into the family.  
 
God’s original purpose for his Chosen people was to show the world God’s love and faithfulness 
and a life lived for God is a well lived life, a blessed life.  
They failed to do that-but even in their hardness of heart God does bless the world. In spite of them in a 
sense God brings the GOOD NEWS to the Gentiles-to those who wanted to hear and to accept God’s 
grace and forgiveness. Out of Israel’s stubbornness God brings good. 
This came about through the coming of God’s Son Jesus Christ. After 400 years of silence in the fullness 
of time God sent Jesus as one of us to bring Israel back into relationship. Jesus was sent to the lost people 
of God. And then it would overflow to the Gentiles and God’s purpose for the whole world to be blessed 
would be fulfilled.  
The OT points to Jesus being the glory of Israel and a light to the gentiles. That his message would come 
first to the Jews and then would flow out to the Gentiles. Jesus was focused on bringing his people back to 
their father. To reveal his kingdom to them and turn their hearts back to God.  
 
His ministry was focused on preaching to the Jews, in their synagogues, in the market place, in the temple, 
along the road. And that is what he did. The ordinary everyday people who recognized their need of God 
listened and many followed. The religious leaders of the day often hardened their hearts and turned against 
Jesus. And then there were Gentile people living in the land and districts he travelled through who heard 
about Jesus, who saw the powerful way he healed people and touched their lives. God fearers, God 
seekers, who could see Jesus was someone they needed to know. There are accounts in all the gospels of 
those Jesus encountered on his journeys.  
The Samaritan women – who declared he was the Christ, the Roman Centurion who pleaded for Jesus to 
heal his daughter,  and as we have heard in our Gospel reading this Canaanite women – or Syrophoenician 
women who comes to Jesus as he walks through her town, pleading with him to heal her daughter. She 
was Greek. Outside the covenant race of the Jews. She had obviously heard about Jesus and what he was 
doing in people’s lives. 
Jesus had come to this Gentile town for a break from the conversations he was having with the religious 
leaders, about what was clean and what was not- their regulations for being ‘In’. It was a break away from 
the politics. For him the opposition was staring to hot up. He was redefining what they always maintained 
was the right way to live by the law. He was hinting at the idea that their identity as God’s chosen people 
was about to be shattered and God would bring light and salvation to all the nations, to the Gentiles. His 
task was to bring salvation to the Jews but as they rejected him the doors would be opened to all through 
his eventual death on the cross and resurrection. That’s when the Gospel would spread out like wild fire 
among all who would listen and turn their lives over to God.   
So in this little town of Tyre, having a break from his ministry, a significant thing happens.  

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that 
vicinity came to him, crying out, 

 ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.’ 
Do you notice what she called him?  
Lord! Son of David!   

The religious leaders who were looking for a messiah wouldn’t recognise Jesus as such but this Gentile 
women did. How did she know? What had she heard? What had she seen?  



Do you notice what she asked for? 

Mercy- mercy on her as a mother. Mercy on her daughterwho had an unclean spirit. She was suffering 
terribly from this and as a mother this women longs for her to be well, to be set free from this spirit that 
torments her. And she cries out to Jesus for mercy. She knows he can heal her. She asks him to do it. She 
knows he is a Jew and she knows the social customs of her day. It doesn’t stop her.  

23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, ‘Send her away, for she keeps 
crying out after us.’ 

I wonder what was going on in Jesus’ mind. Should I or shouldn’t I? She’s a Gentile—I’m here for the 
Jews? I’m too tied to bother! If I ignore her she’ll go away? 

 We haven’t seen Jesus behave like that before. It is as if he is testing her determination.  
The conversation is inviting, it is teasing, it is exploring this women’s faith.  

24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.’ 

She doesn’t really care if he was only sent to Israel. She needs help for her daughter. She is at the end of 
her rope, her resources and she comes in humility and submits to his authority. Kneeling before him she 
simply says. Lord! Help me.  

And then Jesus pretty much calls her a dog. Or does he? 

26 He replied, ‘It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.’ 

Jews called Gentiles dogs often. A derogatory term. For a nation who was supposed to be showing the rest 
of the world God’s love they weren’t doing a very good job. Racism and prejudice have been around for a 
very long time.  

It’s as if Jesus is playing a bit of word game with her.  

Jesus is highlighting the ways the Jews treated the Gentiles – he’s pointing out the place of Israel as God’s 
chosen people – hinting that surely the Gentiles can’t have the good news of God- can they? Or can they? 

Her answer shows she isn’t going to tolerate this – she doesn’t buy into the idea that God’s blessing is only 
for the Jews, she challenges this by saying-   

27 ‘Yes Lord,’ she said. ‘But even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.’ 

Another words- there must be enough blessing for us all. Even the left overs would be enough to heal my 
daughter. And she acknowledges Jesus as Lord again. Even the dogs eat the crumbs from their master’s 
table.   

Jesus admires her faith, her gritty determination to be blessed by God, to find healing for her daughter. He 
admires her blatant disregard for the social norms and degrading ways Jews viewed Gentiles. For not 
putting up with it and for claiming her place as a child of God.  

28 Then Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.’ And her daughter was 
healed at that moment. 

Jesus was starting to be the light to the Gentiles that had been prophesied – Good news is starting to creep 
out everywhere.  

Our passage from Isaiah points to the truth that this women knew.  
 
 
 



Isaiah 56: 1,6-8 

This is what the LORD says: 

‘Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be 
revealed. 6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to love the name of 
the LORD,   and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my 
covenant – 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.’ 8 The Sovereign LORD declares – he who gathers the exiles of Israel:  
‘I will gather still others to them besides those already gathered.’ 
 
 
God’s heart for his world is that all people would come to know Him. He doesn’t want anyone to perish. He 
wants all to know his love, his redemption, his salvation. In Revelation we see the glorious vision of people 
of every nation gathered before his throne worshipping him and being known as they are known.  
Every human being matters to God equally. In Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, slave 
nor free. In Christ we are all brought to the throne of God equally. We are all sinners for we all fall short of 
the glory of God. We can all be redeemed by the grace and mercy of God as we seek God, as we turn from 
our sin and as we are found by God.  
And we as his people who know that freedom are called on to bear witness to his love, to make people 
want to know God’s love in their lives because they can see the change that has happened in ours. 
To be living invitations to people so they too can know this Jesus who comes to set us free, comes to heal 
us, comes to redeem us.  

Psalm 67 

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face shine on us – [b] 
2 so that your ways may be known on earth, 
    your salvation among all nations. 
3 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you rule the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations of the earth. 
5 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
6 The land yields its harvest; 
    God, our God, blesses us. 
7 May God bless us still, 
    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.     Amen. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+67&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-14895b

