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SERMON / REFLECTION for 26 July 2020 
Social Services Sunday & Media Prayer Day 

Micah 6:6-8 Matthew 25:31-45 

GREETING: The Grace and Peace of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, be with us 
today. Amen! 

BIBLE TEXT: James 2… 
14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it 

by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or 

sister who has no food or clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay 

warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What 

good does that do? 

17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and 

useless. 

INTRODUCTION: Consciousness, effective breathing, circulation and skin 

characteristics – are sometimes referred to as “signs of life”. These signs are 

important, especially from the perspective of emergency first responders, medical 

personnel and the “Bondi Rescue” surf life-savers. These signs can literally indicate 

the difference between LIFE or DEATH for people – as the POSITIVE or NEGATIVE 

outcome alternatives resulting from critical care interventions. 

The Bible readings for this Sunday (today), also highlight important signs of life – signs 

of spiritual life, of faith that’s alive and thriving. 

Sometimes, faith is thought of as being “other worldly”, “ethereal” and “invisible”. 

However, God’s Word for us today – in today’s Bible Readings – presents an opposite 

description: Christian faith as deeply relevant to daily life here on earth, here in 

Aotearoa; faith that is practical, that touches people in real and life-changing 

ways. 

Through His prophet, Micah, the Lord our God lets his Old Testament people, Israel, 

know how they can really please Him with their lives; not with extravagant gifts and 

ceremonies, but by living out God’s personal priorities with their own lives: that is – 

doing what is right (rather than what is popular, or self-serving); that is – being 

obsessed with showing mercy (to vulnerable people who are in a real bind); and – 

journeying through life with God each day (enjoying Him and learning from Him).  

In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus reminds us and his other disciples that our  

acts of practical love and compassion for people in need actually bless him too (Jesus 

Christ, who gave his all to pay for our sins, and open the gates of heaven for us) – and 

in this, the authenticity of our Christian faith is validated. Giving a hungry person some 

food to eat; giving a thirsty person some water to drink; inviting a stranger to enjoy 

hospitality in your home; providing clothes for a person who has nothing to wear; and 

going to the effort of visiting a convicted offender in prison – simple acts of kindness 
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for others, like these examples, show that our Christian faith is alive and well, and 

is much more than just a lot of empty words expressing our good but unfulfilled                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

intentions. 

Today, Social Services Sunday, is an annual “faith health self-check” opportunity 

for us; and it also encourages us to link up with other Christian sisters and brothers 

locally, beyond our own church Parish,  so that our efforts to love and care for others 

can be multiplied, coordinated and the benefits maximized. Some well-known 

examples of this are: The Anglican City Mission, The Salvation Army Community 

Ministries, Presbyterian Support, 0800HUNGRY Food Bank, and The Society of St 

Vincent de Paul. And there are also many others here in Christchurch. All will welcome 

your help. 

Any of you who have already given time to Social Services ministry will know that the 

work can be challenging at times, but also very fulfilling – as you interact with real 

people and families who just need a hand up in their lives. And you will also know the 

satisfaction and enjoyment that comes from being an important part of a caring, and 

sometimes crazy, team. Talk with me later, if you’d like to find out how to get involved. 

 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Today, 26 July 2020, is also Media Prayer Day for New Zealand – a special day 

every 2 years, for Kiwi Christians and churches to remember the huge influence of 

the Media (print, radio, TV, online, electronic-social) – positive and negative, and to 

uphold it and everyone involved, through our prayers to God. 

By keeping us informed of local and worldwide events, trends and commentary, the 

media provides us with an up-to-date context for our own living and thinking. 

Many Christians are involved in the planning, administration, preparation and 

presentation of the media – both Christian and secular. This is their own very 

specialized and valid area of “social service” – helping to ensure people are not 

consigned to lives of social isolation and ignorance. 

All media personnel – Kiwis and internationals, Christian and non-Christian – are 

worthy of our prayers, not only every two years, but often and regularly. 

 

PRAYER:  Loving Lord God, we thank you for calling each of us to love and care for 

other people in Your name, with the guidance and empowerment of your Holy Spirit. 

In this, you give us opportunity to express our gratitude for your love and care for us, 

and to show that our Christian faith is very much alive. In Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

            

              


