
Sunday 7th March- Lent 3  - John 2:13-22  1 Corinthians  

 

Imagine you are at a wedding. Great people, great food, great fun.                                

And then the wine runs out when you had just got started.  

 

Nec minute one of the guests orders the wait staff to fill some bottles of 

water and hey presto the guest turns the water into wine. You see him pour it 

out and it is a beautiful glistening red colour and looks more than good enough to 

drink. The maître de has a glass and is most impressed. 

The guest becomes a little famous and everyone wants him at their wedding just 

in case. It’s a bit of a sign that this guest –is someone out of the ordinary. 

People start to follow him. Sound familiar? The account of Jesus first miracle – 

the first sign recorded in John’s gospel – the first time people recognised him 

as someone different- perhaps a messiah.  

 

Move forward a bit and Jesus is gathering some followers - disciples they are 

called. They are leaving their livelihoods and following and learning from Jesus. 

They head up to Jerusalem where there is a big flash temple – a bit like the 

cathedral only much grander and not in ruins. Not yet anyway. 

  

Jesus had been to this Temple throughout his childhood-going up to the 

important festivals with his family every year. When he was 12 he got so 

enthralled with hearing the teachers talk about God his heavenly Father that he 

completely missed his family leaving and heading for home- he must have slept in 

the temple for a night or two because they didn’t find him for three days.  

 

So this temple had a significance for Jesus in his growing up years.                           

Now as an adult who had begun his ministry, as he comes to worship at the 

temple he is deeply disturbed by what it has become.                                                       

This sacred place which was supposed to be a place of prayer and worship to the 

Lord had been overrun with leaders who were out to exploit and make a profit 

from people coming on pilgrimage to worship.  

It was perfectly ok to provide animals for sacrifice because most people didn’t 

want to bring sheep and turtle doves on the long journey to Jerusalem from the 

outlying regions. It was ok to exchange Roman coins for temple ones for the 

offerings but the leaders were taking advantage, ripping people off, giving them 

no choice if they wanted to make their ritual sacrifice and pay their dues.  

 

These injustices infuriated Jesus – his righteous indignation rose up and he 

grabbed some cords and made a whip, he drove the animals out of their cages, 



shoved over the tables turning everything upside down and making the religious 

leaders of the day absolutely furious.  

Just picture something happening like this in the cathedral. Where profit had 

got in the way of worship and in marches some upstart profit and upends all the 

stalls – drives all the pets out of the pet service – and the dean marches up to 

him in a rage and says- what do you think you are doing? What gives you the 

right to do this? Not a pretty site all round.  

 

We have the clash of two cultures going on here.  

Religious leaders who had lost their zeal for God in his holiness and had become 

so religiously zealous around their rituals and practices that they were making it 

nearly impossible for ordinary people to come and worship God. When the son of 

God came among them and challenged their ways - they lost it. They were 

threatened – everything they worked for was about to be undone. Who was this 

prophet Jesus - this young upstart– what did he want? - why was he coming to 

disturb their rituals and traditions?  

 

There is a warning in this passage for us. A warning that our worship- our 

religious rituals never become more important to us than our relationship with 

God.  

 

When I was a teenager-just a few years ago- I worshipped at St Pauls Papanui. 

Reg Williams was our vicar. The charismatic renewal movement was breaking lose 

in the church and a group called ‘Group 70’ was forming and meeting regularly 

for worship and prayer and the Holy Spirit was moving in a powerful way. Reg’s 

wife Joy had become a part of this group along with Dean Underhill’s wife 

Valerie and many other mainly women but men as well. Reg was a bit nervous as 

to why his wife was out late at these meetings with this new enthusiasm she was 

unable to contain when she got home. I remember him telling us a story about 

one night when she was particularly late that he went into town to the New Life 

Centre in his car to see whether it was still going on – it was so he went home 

again and then an hour or two later when she still wasn’t home he went in again – 

this time he was in his PJ’s and dressing gown and slippers- luckily he didn’t get 

out of the car. Eventually Joy came out and was quite amused to see Reg in his 

night attire but dutifully came home with him full of new zeal for the Lord.  

At the same time we as young people at St Paul’s were heading down to the 

Assembly of God for midweek meetings, excited about the Holy Spirit, and to 

his credit Reg rather than trying to stomp on this new movement among his 

family and parishioners decided he wanted to know more about it, decided he 

wanted to experience something of the joy he could see evident in us all and 

against the advice of the Bishop embraced the Charismatic renewal movement in 



our parish. He was often poo pooed by colleagues and given a hard time by the 

Bishop but he stood his ground and encouraged us all in our journey of faith.  

 

The religious leaders of Jesus day asked for a sign to prove his authority. We 

might prove our authority by wearing a badge- think of the Sherriff or the 

power company coming to read your meter or the mayor might wear their chains 

around their neck. A royal might wear a crown. But these religious leaders were 

looking for a religious sign for Jesus to prove who he was.  

 

And Jesus said something that astounded the Jewish leaders-  

‘Destroy this temple and I will raise it up in three days.’ – WHAT? 

 

Do you know how long we have been building this? 46 years- the fund raising, the 

building consents, the tradies, it’s a nightmare. And you think you can rebuild 

this in three days- mate you’re dreaming.  

 

BUT Jesus wasn’t talking about the building- about this temple that had become 

the very reason for their being, the focus of all their religious practice and 

ritual to the extent that it was more important to them than the people who 

they were supposed to be pastoring and leading into worship.  

 

Jesus was talking about himself. The temple he was talking about was his body- 

the place where God dwelt- by his Spirit.  

 

Again a warning to us- all the beautiful church buildings in the world where we 

meet and worship must never ever become more important to us that Jesus. We 

need to remind ourselves every day that we are the temple of the Holy Spirit- 

God can be worshipped anywhere and everywhere. Yes building – churches, 

cathedrals have their place but the church will live on even if everyone of them 

falls down.  

 

And if we are the temple of the Holy Spirit where God chooses to make a home 

in us then we better make sure that we look after our temples, we do our 

maintenance, we clean out the rubbish, we stop still long enough to connect with 

God, whom we welcome into our lives each and every day.  

 

Jesus was saying – all these years of worshipping in this temple is coming to an 

end. I am the one in whom you can encounter God- I am the one who will make 

the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world and no animal sacrifice will 

ever be needed again. No high priest will ever need go into the Holiest of Holies 

ever again because I will rip the temple curtain from head to foot when I die on 



the cross and finish the work that I came to do. You can worship God in a new 

way, a life transforming way, a way that brings freedom, forgiveness, friendship 

with my heavenly father, because I will pour out my Spirit and you will become 

the temple of God. No wonder the religious leaders of Jesus day were not only 

astounded and threatened but completely overwhelmed by this person of Jesus 

and why they turned on him as everything they did, everything that was 

important to them was being undone before their very eyes and the loss of all 

this was too much to even contemplate. There were a few like Nicodemus who 

sought out Jesus and heard about the concept of being born anew, born in the 

Spirit, born from above, but most of these leaders were too short sighted to 

see it, let alone want to encounter God in this new way Jesus was offering.  

 

For us if we are wanting people to encounter God in this day and age where many 

people have never even darkened the door of a church and are often suspicious 

of those who are inside, then we as temples of the Holy Spirit where God dwells 

even in our human frailty, even in our weakness, need to be those who people can 

encounter God in. As our Corinthians reading said today- Jews seek signs and 

Greeks seek wisdom but we preach Christ crucified – a stumbling block to the 

Jews and folly to the Greeks. Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

Christ himself is the power. Christ himself is God’s wisdom.  

And as we gather in Christ’s name his power is at work among us and in us. He is 

the one who comes among us by his Spirit. And when we go out from here 

refreshed in worship, built up by the word of God, and encouraged by the 

prayers of the people, then we go as Christ’s ambassadors into the world.  

 

People need to encounter in us the fruit of God’s spirit- the power of God 

changing us – setting us free, forgiving us and we need to be offering that same 

freedom and forgiveness to others. May Christ’s power be at work in us 

transforming us, maturing us, empowering us to be his people and to do his work.  

 

And may God bless us as a parish on the journey of bringing Josh and Ruth onto 

our team to help us to help people encounter God in new ways – may he prosper 

the work of our hands. Amen. 

  

  

 


