
Northwest Christchurch Parish Church@Home Service 

5 December 2021 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

 
This is the day that the Lord has made: 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Today our theme is  Peace 
 

 
The Church@Church service today includes the baptism of Sophia.   

  
We invite you to take a moment or two to be still and ask God to be present with you 

as you worship. 
 

 

Opening Song       The Compassion Hymn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XLyibTpoB4  

 
Call to worship and lighting the peace candle 

(feel free to light your own advent candle during the following prayers) 

Listen to what the Lord our God says: 

He promises peace to His people. 

Come again, O Promiser of Peace. 

Bring Your peace to the hearts of all who know no peace 

Pour Your love into our hearts by Your Holy Spirit and 

Empower us to be peace makers 

In this time of Advent worship shine Your light on us. 

And fill us with Your peace.  Amen 
 
We light the candle of Peace 

We light this candle of peace. 
Let Your peace that passes our understanding 

Fill our hearts and minds this Advent 
And fill all who work towards peace, within the family, 

Between neighbours and between nations.  Amen 

 
Song:     A Candle is burning – Peace verse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKKNICuFRmo  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XLyibTpoB4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKKNICuFRmo


Confession 

Let’s still our hearts as we come to a time of repentance and forgiveness. 
 

Forgiveness 
We come seeking forgiveness  

for all we have failed to be and do  
as members of Christ’s body. 

 
Silence 

 
In God there is forgiveness. 

Loving and all-seeing God,  
forgive us where we have failed to support one another  

and to be what we claim to be. 
Forgive us where we have failed to serve you; 

and where our thoughts and actions have been  

contrary to yours we ask your pardon. 
 

God forgives us; be at peace. 
 

Silence 
 

Rejoice and be glad, 
for Christ is resurrection, 

reconciliation for all the human race. 
 

We shall all be one in Christ, 
one in our life together. 

Praise to God who has created us, 
praise to God who has accepted us, 

praise to God who sends us into the world. 

 
 

Sentence 

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give 

light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 

the way of peace. 

Luke 1:78-79 

  Prayer  

Gracious God, John the Baptizer prepared Your way: help us hear Your word to us, 

and give us the grace to respond.  For you are alive and reign with the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 

day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 

you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think 

this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in 

God’s grace[e] with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 

of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion 

of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the 

day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 
Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 

    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 

    and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to Christ, the Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29352e


Sunday 5 December 2021 – Sermon 

Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 1:1-6 
Jo 

(There is no audio recording this week) 
https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound  

 
 

The Lake Isle of Innisfree by William Butler Yeats 
 
I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 

And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made; 

Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee, 

And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 

 

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 

Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings; 

There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 

And evening full of the linnet’s wings. 

 

I will arise and go now, for always night and day 

I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 

I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 
 
 

I learnt this poem at High School a long time ago and it has stuck with me ever since. The 

line that resonates the most with me is:  

 

‘And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow’ 

 

And at the end of the poem -  

 

‘I hear it in the deep hearts core’ 

 

This second Sunday of Advent our theme is peace. 

Something we all long for -especially in stressful times that we all find ourselves in this 

season of Covid 19. 

 

What is this elusive thing Peace that Yates says comes dropping slow at the Lake Isle of 

Innes Free?  

In the poem it is the serenity that comes from slowing down, being in tune with nature, 

enjoying the beauty of creation, being still.  

 

As much as we may all love to up sticks and head off to a quiet place in the country for a 

holiday we need to find peace in our daily lives to live well.  

 

 

https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/william-butler-yeats


According to the Dictionary – 

Peace is a stress-free state of security and calmness that comes when there is no fighting 

or war, everything coexisting in perfect harmony and freedom  

 

That sounds very attractive doesn’t it? 

A stress-free state. 

Security. 

Calmness. 

No fighting or war. 

Perfect harmony and freedom.  

 

The picture of - a still pond with no ripples. 

Attainable? 

  

The history of human beings is the history of people searching for peace. People have by all 

means tried to gain peace. 

 

The word peace comes from the original Latin - PAX – which means a pact, a control or 

agreement to end war or any dispute and conflict between two people, two countries, or two 

antagonistic groups of people.  

And we only have to look around us today to see peace agreements negotiated by 

governments and diplomats – special peace envoys sent to calm trouble in nations of the 

world- The New Zealand Peace keeping forces are at this very moment going to the 

Solomon’s to help establish peace again after rioting and chaos.  

We see mediators assisting groups and families trying to sort out age old disputes so that 

peaceful agreements might be reached and life can move forward. This is looking for 

external peace- an end to strife.  

There is an old song that says’ Let there be peace on earth- and let it begin with me’ 

If we are to find external peace in our relationships within families, among friends, between 

groups, and among the nations, a much deeper work of peace needs to take place within each 

one of us- one of finding internal peace. 

 

And there are all kinds of ways people seek peace in this troubled world today. 

Meditation and retreats, listening to calming music, yoga exercise, physical and spiritual 

disciplines – eastern religion – medication legal and otherwise. The pursuit of peace is 

everywhere, in every form and yet the inner and outer turmoil of people’s lives is more and 

more evident in these times, in this troubled world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John Lennon wrote in his famous song  - Imagine  

 

Imagine there's no heaven 

It's easy if you try 

No hell below us 

Above us, only sky 

Imagine all the people 

Livin' for today 

 

Imagine there's no countries 

It isn't hard to do 

Nothing to kill or die for 

And no religion, too 

Imagine all the people 

Livin' life in peace 

 

You may say I'm a dreamer 

But I'm not the only one 

I hope someday you'll join us 

And the world will be as one 

 

Imagine no possessions 

I wonder if you can 

No need for greed or hunger 

A brotherhood of man 

Imagine all the people 

Sharing all the world 

 

You may say I'm a dreamer 

But I'm not the only one 

I hope someday you'll join us 

And the world will live as one 

 

The vision of utopia? Possible? Realistic? Attainable?  

“Mate – you’re dreaming!” 

 

So how do we find this elusive state of peace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Not by our human effort. But through a person. The Prince of Peace. Promised through the 

prophet Isaiah:  

 

   For unto us a child is born, 

      to us a son is given, 

       and the government will be upon his shoulders. 

   And he will be called: 

       Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

       Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
    Of the greatness of his government and peace 

       there will be no end. 

 

The way prepared for him through John the Baptist who we heard about in our Gospel 

reading today  

 

A voice of one calling in the dessert, Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 

him. Every valley shall be filled in and every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads 

shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. All mankind will see God’s salvation.  

 

John prepared the way for Jesus the Prince of Peace to come by calling people back to their 

God, by preaching a message of repentance, of turning around, away from their sin and back 

towards God. John preached a message of the forgiveness of sin.  

 

And that my friends is the way to peace.  

We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Peace with God is the starting place for peace in every other relationship – between families, 

friends, groups, nations.   

 

When the angels announced Christ birth to the shepherds they said:  

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today 

in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

 

Peace was coming to earth in the person of Jesus Christ- the anointed one- the Prince of 

peace. 

The peace he was bringing is  - Shalom – not just an absence of conflict – not just external 

peace but internal peace.  

Completeness, wholeness, rest, safety, soundness, tranquillity, prosperity, fullness, harmony, 

lack of worry, the absence of agitation, or discord. Complete wellbeing.  



That is the peace the entire human race needs. Peace, real peace-shalom only comes from a 

relationship with the one who is called the prince of Peace- Jesus. 

 

Jesus is not only a teacher of peace or one who proclaimed peace- he doesn’t just represent 

peace. Jesus is Peace! Peace in the flesh-in the life and body of a man. Reconciling us to our 

maker, to our heavenly father through his death on the cross ad his resurrection to live. If 

we are to know peace then we need to know Jesus. It is not just knowing about him but about 

being in relationship with him, as we turn to him, as we turn from our sin in repentance and 

find forgiveness of sin. In relationship with him his peace starts to saturate our lives –body, 

mind and spirit – shalom- total wellbeing is ours to receive. This mystery of peace of mind 

and heart can only be understood and attained through a simple heart of faith in Jesus the 

Prince of Peace.  

(Father Paul Massey-  pastor emeritus of the church of the Holy Cross Charismatic Episcopal 

Church in Fayettville Georgia)  

 

Sophia has begun this journey of peace in her young life today as Ruth and Josh have 

brought her for baptism.  

I am sure her relationship with Jesus began from her very beginning of life as she was 

prayed for and welcomed into the world, God knowing her before she was born. Today in her 

baptism she is welcomed into the life of Christ in his church as parents and Godparents have 

made promises on her behalf to themselves to turn from sin and follow Christ and to bring 

her up in this faith in Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace.  

 

In this sacrament of baptism our need for God is admitted, we turn away from sin and 

towards God, we acknowledge that Jesus Christ died for our sin forgiving us and rose again 

to set us free.  

 

The journey has begun and the promise from our Philippians reading today is: 
 “ I am confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

 

God’s promise through baptism is to complete this work begun in Sophia – may she grow to 

know and love her Lord-the Prince of peace. And may we all as we have affirmed our 

baptismal vows today continue to know the peace – the shalom- the total well-being of God in 

our lives through faith in our Lord, in relationship with him.  

 

Again from Paul’s letter to the Philippians – a prayer for Ruth and Josh today and for us all.  

 

‘And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 

insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure 

and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus 

Christ for the glory and praise of God. ‘ 

 

 

 

 



And to conclude a blessing of Peace from John Rutter 

‘Deep peace of the running Wave’ – on video clip.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sZ93ofyl50 

 

Deep peace of the running wave to you 

Deep peace of the flowing air to you 

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you 

Deep peace of the gentle night to you 

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you 

 

Deep peace of Christ, of Christ, 

Of Christ, the light of the world to you 

Deep peace of Christ to you. 

 

Deep peace of the running wave to you 

Deep peace of the flowing air to you 

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you 

Deep peace of the gentle night to you 

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you 

 

Deep peace of Christ, of Christ, 

Of Christ, the light of the world to you 

Deep peace of Christ to you. 
 
 

Response Song:  Shepherd 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tk0SAX2UGM 

 

 
Affirmation of Faith (from the Baptism service) 

 
Do you believe in God the Father?  

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was  

 conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
 Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to 

 the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to  judge the 

living and the dead.  
  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sZ93ofyl50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tk0SAX2UGM


 

Prayers of the People  
From https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/advent-prayers-week-two-the-peace-of-

advent.html  
 

Heavenly Father,  
You are the God who gives peace. This second week of Advent, cause us to remember 

that because of Jesus we can experience a Christmas free from turmoil and chaos. 
Regardless of our circumstances or our situations, you offer us peace that passes 

understanding.  
 

That first Christmas, when you sent your Son, you sent the one who is called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Even the 

angels cried out, ‘Glory to God in the Highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.’ The angels knew your purpose. They know the gifts of hope, 

peace, joy, and love that Christmas held. They recognized the fullness of God was 

wrapped in the tiny flesh of an infant as you humbled yourself and dwelt among us. 
Emmanuel. God with us as the baby Jesus. 

 
That baby would grow to be the same God-man, Jesus, who would again humble 

himself to face death on a cruel cross as payment for our sin. He would triumphantly 
defeat sin and death and hell in order to cancel our sin debt and reconcile us to you, 

Father. 
 

That is why you sent your Son, Jesus. Because you loved us, you sent Jesus, that we 
might believe in Him and receive eternal life. He was the first Christmas gift and still 

remains the only gift worth truly having. 
 

You exalted Him and gave him a name above all names. Every knee in heaven and 
earth and under the earth must bow to the name of Jesus. The winds and waves obey 

Him. He rules and reigns as king over all. No situation or circumstance that we find 

ourselves in is a match for Jesus.  
 

We are able to have the fullness of peace in our hearts on Christmas day, and every 
day, because that same Jesus sits at your right hand in heaven and makes 

intercession for us. Not only that, but he paid our sin debt. He loves us with a love 
that is unfathomable. Nothing can separate us from His love. He is good and his plans 

for us are good. 
 

Father, this second week of Advent, keep us in perfect peace as our mind stays on 
the truth of your powerful love. Thank you for your mighty, sovereign hand. Help us 

to trust fully in you and rest in the peace that you offer. 
 

It’s in the precious name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/advent-prayers-week-two-the-peace-of-advent.html
https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/advent-prayers-week-two-the-peace-of-advent.html


The following is adapted from Auckland Diocese Prayers  

 
Let us spend time in prayer as we pray -  

 
For the Church – that all the baptized strive for partnership in the Gospel, walking 

together in a spirit of listening, as the People of God. 
(Silence)  E te Ariki  All: whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 
For national and international leaders – that as response to the pandemic 

focuses on vaccination, leaders will stive to maintain a sense of unity among their 
people , encouraging care, tolerance and acceptance of difference. 

(Silence)  E te Ariki  All: whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 
 

For refugees - that nations around the globe will open their doors to those who have 
no place to call home and that the causes of human displacement be studied, 

understood and addressed.   

(Silence)  E te Ariki  All: whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 
 

For families – that the approaching Christmas season will not induce financial 
hardship and that families will be able to use the summer break to grow deeper in 

understanding, love and friendship of one another. 
(Silence)  E te Ariki  All: whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 

 
For ourselves – that we prepare the way of the Lord, that our ‘love may increase 

more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception and that we learn to 
discern what is of value.’  

(Silence)  E te Ariki  All: whakarongo mai rā ki a mātou 
 

Concluding Prayer: 
Father, we gather here as a people baptized by the Spirit and in the sure knowledge 

that you will answer these petitions. We make our prayer through the Spirit and in 

the name of Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer    
Our Father in heaven Holy be Your name 

Your kingdom come Your will be done 

On earth as in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 

Forgive us our sins As we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial 

But deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom the pow'r and the glory 

Are Yours now and forever. Amen 
 

SONG:   What a beautiful Name  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sYgeh1LjYs  

  
 

 
 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/liturgy-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20prayer/prayers-of-the-faithful/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sYgeh1LjYs


Final Prayer 

Almighty God, giver of all good things, we thank you for feeding us with spiritual food 
We thank you for your love and care in assuring us of your gift of eternal life 

and uniting us with the blessed company of all faithful people. 
Therefore, ever living God, keep us steadfast in your holy fellowship. 

And now we offer ourselves, all that we have and are, 
to serve you faithfully in the world,  

through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

Song: Benediction - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwyyN86Z3fc  
 

 

Blessing    
May God the Holy Trinity, make us strong in faith and love, defend us and guide us in 

truth and peace and may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 
with us and remain with us for ever.  Amen! 

 
 

Dismissal  Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.   

Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwyyN86Z3fc

