
Christmas 2020 – Church@Home 

 
Theme – What is Christmas? 

 
Call to worship 

God is here! The Messiah has come!       
We open our eyes to see him and lift our hearts to 

worship him.  
   

 
Opening Carol:   O Come all Ye Faithful - Martina McBride 

 
    Silent Night - Hillsong Worship 

 

 
Time of confession  

As we reflect on the coming of Christ that first Christmas night we still our 
hearts before the Lord and to know again the knowledge of his peace and 

love. 
 

Generous God,  
You give us the greatest gift of all, yourself, 

But often we find it hard to take notice;  
We are caught up with our own gifts,  

given and received. 
forgive us, generous God 

for the casual way we treat your gift of love 
Cast out our sin and enter in, 

Be born in us tonight. 

 
    

Sentence and Prayer 
 

The word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth; we have seen his glory,  

glory as of the only Son from the Father.    John 1:14 . 
 

Son of God, light that shines in the darkness, child of joy and 
peace, help us to come to you and be born anew this holy night. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3egGjeiWEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNpiQwgStNA


 

Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7  
 

the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation 

    and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 

    as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 

    when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

    you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 

    the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

    and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 

    will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20     
 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their 

own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 
time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 

son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 

sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 

treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Christmas Sermon 
Rev Jo 

 
 

What is Christmas? 
If you had to explain Christmas to someone from outer space, or 
someone who had time travelled from BC 200 – what would you say, 

what would you do? 
 

Would you take them on an after-dark tour of the Christmas lights around 
the town?  

 
Would you take them to the Farmers stores where Christmas Begins? 

Apparently! 
 

Would you take them to see Santa Claus in the mall or visit Santa’s 
grotto? 

 
Or visit all the pre-Christmas sales in the shops for a bargain? 

Would you go to the bakery and buy mince spies or some shortbread 

shaped like stars, or make your own?  
 

Would you get them to help you decorate your Christmas tree and wrap 
all your gifts in paper with reindeer or red and green trees? 

 
Would you play Michael Bubble singing He’s dreaming about a white 

Christmas or a red nosed reindeer or jingle bells?  
 

Would you invite them for lunch with family and friends and eat turkey 
and ham with cranberry sauce, new potatoes and peas followed up with a 

plum pudding and custard and cream? Or your famous pav and 
strawberries. 

 
Would you take them to the beach for a Barbie and a game of volleyball 

in the sand or some cricket in the park-Oh wait that’s Boxing Day?  

 
What would you do? What would you say? 

You could do and say any of these things and you would give them a 
picture of how Christmas is celebrated throughout our land and 

throughout the season. They would see the celebrations, hear the music, 
unwrap the presents, eat the delicious food.  

 
But is something missing? Are we missing the point – the reason behind 

all the things that we do? These celebrations all rather empty without the 
one who came that first Christmas.  

 
What is Christmas? 



Have we lost the reason that we celebrate each year? 

What is Christmas if there never was a Saviour wrapped in a manger? 
What is Christmas without Christ? 

  
What was Christmas so long ago on that first Christmas Day?  

What was Christmas for Mary, for Joseph, for the shepherds and Magi? 
And all who were there? 

 
For Mary an innocent maiden going about her chores suddenly interrupted 

by a heavenly messenger- deeply troubled by their appearance- 
wondering what on earth was going on- what kind of a message could 

they be bringing? Fear and anxiety abounding. And yet she says yes to 
God. 

 

For Joseph- trying to be honourable – betrothed to Mary- preparing a 
place for them to live once married – hears rumour of her pregnancy and 

all kinds of doubts start to crowd in on him. He knows it’s not his child. He 
doesn’t want to cause Mary any trouble or see her disgraced so thinks it’s 

best to quietly break off their betrothal so the person responsible can 
marry her. And then an angel disturbs his dreams- ‘Marry her its God’s 

doing! She will have a son and you are to call him Jesus. Messiah. Holy 
one!’  

 
Whoa- that’s a big jump from being betrothed. And he says yes to God.  

And then a long journey with Mary well advanced in pregnancy – not a 
recommended time for travel and to be far away from her family support.  

Bethlehem seething with visitors from all over – no social distancing 
there. Rife environment for a virus to spread.  

Trying to find a place to stay- could be generating some more anxiety - 

then the messiah is born in humble surroundings of a stable. 
Who would have thought that would be where a king would be born?   

 
How about the shepherds- minding their sheep- minding their own 

business- gazing at the night skies. Keeping warm in the cold. 
Bombarded by not one angel but myriads of them singing their lungs out 

‘Glory to God in the highest’. Their world tipped upside down as they 
found the Christ child and saw for themselves what God was doing and 

told everyone about God’s marvellous deeds. 
  

And Magi from the east- astrologers following a star that had appeared 
and they knew it to be the sign of a king to be born. 

The culmination of a long journey meeting Jesus the Son of David- the 
King of kings. Listening to the spirit of God in dreams although they may 

have never worshipped Yahweh before.  

 
This is Christmas! – the story of God loving the world so much that he 

decided to come and live among us.  
 



One with us - Emanuel. In the person of his Son Jesus Christ born that 

first Christmas and born in us again and again as we let him in to our 
hearts and lives.  

 
I wonder how Jesus felt when he was born - beamed down from his 

heavenly home to be here on the earth as one of us.? 
 

So as we celebrate Christmas this year – let’s not forget why we gather to 
eat, why we give gifts, why we decorate trees, where Santa came from in 

the first place, why we jingle bells and ride sleighs and sing silly songs 
about snow men and red baron’s and snoopy. Without Christ in Christmas 

it is but a shell of what we are really invited to celebrate- God with us. 
God for us.  God in us.  

 

There are places in our world today where Covid restrictions are all but 
cancelling Christmas – here’s a little poem I was sent on Facebook to 

illustrate it.  
 

It was just before Christmas and all through the city  
The people seemed down not cheerful or giddy,  

No smiles could be seen behind masks they were wearing  
No twinkle in their eyes, but looks so despairing 

What will it be like at Christmas this year  
Without all our family and friends to bring cheer?  

Confined to our homes without all our traditions - 
Can Christmas be Christmas with all these restrictions? 

No malls to go shopping for just the right sweater,  
No pictures with Santa or to give him my letter,  

No big Christmas parties at work or at schools,  

and no secret Santa - I hate all these rules! 
No Boxing Day movies on Cinemax screens,  

No cricket with kids and their victory screams.  
No big Christmas play in church this December  

This is the worst Christmas I can remember. 
The Grinch who stole Christmas is Covid 19  

and a grinchier Grinch there has just never been.  
But perhaps this Christmas is more like the first one,  

where Mary and Joseph with their newly born son  
did not share his arrival with family or friends. 

No grandma or grandpa that night could attend.  
No games or laughter or eggnog or chatter.  

No room in the inn, but it did not matter  
for that night in a manger God’s presence was real  

as Jesus was born, they could tangibly feel  

that God was among them and God is with us.  
So maybe this Christmas, it might be enough  

to know that he’s with us, to know that he cares  
to know him and feel the great love that he shares.  



Born in our hearts, our spirits made new.  

No Grinch can remove what he’s given me and you. 
So take heart my friends, this is only a season  

and remember that Jesus is truly the reason  
and we can rejoice with hope and good cheer 

 Praise God! Praise God! Jesus is here! 
 

Christmas can never be cancelled. God has come. God is always with us 
and especially comes to comfort and sustain us in the dark times that we 

experience in our world today. Through viruses and all that brings, 
through natural disasters, through ill health and poverty. Christmas 

comes in the simple things –the singing of carols and Christmas songs, a 
nativity play at Willowbank, the reading of scripture retelling the story of 

God come down, God among us. God here with us. 

 
Jesus is the hope of Christmas, he is still the light when the world looks 

dark .Jesus is the hope of Christmas, still the hope of our hearts. 
 

Let’s listen to a song called “This is Christmas” by Kutless 
 

Video - This is Christmas - Kutless 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Peace:  
The Peace of Christ come down at Christmas be with us. 

 
O Holy Night - Josh Grobin 

  

Final Prayer & Blessing 
May God who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Saviour’s 

birth, fill us with joy and peace that passes all understanding and make us 
heralds of the gospel.  

And may the blessing of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon us 
and remain on us always. Amen. 

 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing - Chris Tomlin 

 
Dismissal   

Go now into the world, carrying Christmas with you into everyday life. 
Open the Inn within you and make room for that gift of gifts; even our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen! We go in the name of Christ. 

 

Hope was born this night - Sidewalk Prophets 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EYVWFZ07-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17kiIIxSdC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19w0IHPL4X0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fok1h3p1sh8

