
SERMON and READINGS OCTOBER 18th 2020 God is over all. 

 

Isaiah 45:1-7 - New International Version - UK 

45 ‘This is what the LORD says to his anointed, 

    to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 

to subdue nations before him 

    and to strip kings of their armour, 

to open doors before him 

    so that gates will not be shut: 

2 I will go before you 

    and will level the mountains;[a] 

I will break down gates of bronze 

    and cut through bars of iron. 

3 I will give you hidden treasures, 

    riches stored in secret places, 

so that you may know that I am the LORD, 

    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 

4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, 

    of Israel my chosen, 

I summon you by name 

    and bestow on you a title of honour, 

    though you do not acknowledge me. 

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

    apart from me there is no God. 

I will strengthen you, 

    though you have not acknowledged me, 

6 so that from the rising of the sun 

    to the place of its setting 

people may know there is none besides me. 

    I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

7 I form the light and create darkness, 

    I bring prosperity and create disaster; 

    I, the LORD, do all these things. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Isaiah+45%3A1-7&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-18564a


Matthew 22:15-22  - New International Version - UK 

Paying the poll-tax to Caesar 

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent 

their disciples to him along with the Herodians. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we know that 

you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the 

truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they 

are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the poll-tax[a] to Caesar or 

not?’ 

18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, ‘You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap 

me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.’ They brought him a 

denarius, 20 and he asked them, ‘Whose image is this? And whose inscription?’ 

21 ‘Caesar’s,’ they replied. 

Then he said to them, ‘So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 

God’s.’ 

22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

 

SERMON 

God can use all kinds of people to do his work.  

We have just completed a refurbishment of St David’s and I think when we started 

we thought we would have to do it all ourselves and raise all the funds and it would 

be an enormous task that seemed really daunting. Don’t get me wrong it was an 

enormous task but one that was provided for in really surprising ways. Church 

Property Trustees who hold all our churches and vicarages in trust for us were a 

tremendous support with advice, permission, and funding applications-they knew 

what needed to be done and who to ask for funds and did all the applications using 

their expertise and experience. The funding came from heritage grants that can only 

be used for that use so we weren’t asking for money that could have been used for 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15-22&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-23890a


other purposes. Others who felt passionate about St David’s also made donations – 

financial, of their time and skills, and their expertise. Those who worked on St David’s 

felt a real warmth for the church as they lovingly restored her. They recognised it as a 

house of prayer. The Council are really pleased that we have taken the opportunity to 

restore St David’s as part of the heritage of our city. We haven’t only done this as a 

public service or only for the sake of keeping this lovely building in tact- we have 

done it for the glory of God and to provide an ongoing place of worship and 

fellowship for coming generations. For it to be a light shining in our community. 

The Cathedral in the square is another example. After the earthquakes there was 

much controversy as you know as to whether to rebuild and restore it or to take it 

down and build something new. We will all have our views on that and they will vary 

greatly. As a church Synod we voted to build a new Cathedral and even started 

planning towards that. But there was an outcry from some sectors of society, a plea 

from local and national government and an offer of support and help to rebuild the 

existing one. The responsibility shared. They are making a start and this week there 

will be an announcement as to the progress and proposed costs. Again it isn’t 

something we have to shoulder the responsibility for alone or we wouldn’t be able to 

make it. When it is all finished in years to come it won’t be just about a restored 

building in the centre of our city- again it is for the glory of God – to be a light in the 

community – a haven for people to come into and be still and find God.  

Cyrus the Great- King of Persia more than 500 years before Christ was a man that 

God anointed for the special task of bringing back the captive Israelites – the Jewish 

people of God from exile in Babylon and setting them free. He did this by decreeing 

that the Temple in Jerusalem should be rebuilt and that he would make a very big 

financial contribution for it to happen and he called all Jews scattered far away to 

come home and get to work and start work on a new Temple- in the same pattern 

and design as the old one. He also sent all the sacred vessels that had been 

confiscated by the Babylonians back home to Jerusalem for the temple. It wasn’t just 

about a building- it was about worship of the one true God being restored and re-

established among the people of God. 



This pagan man was appointed by God and anointed by God to do his work in a 

situation where all the people of God were scattered and discouraged and unable to 

do it on their own. God can use anyone to do his work.  

It’s an interesting story. 

Ezra 1:1-8   Cyrus helps the exiles to return 

1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfil the word of 

the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to 

make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 

2 ‘This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 

‘“The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he 

has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of his 

people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of 

the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be with 

them. 4 And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to 

provide them with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill 

offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.”’ 

5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites – 

everyone whose heart God had moved – prepared to go up and build the house of 

the LORD in Jerusalem. 6 All their neighbours assisted them with articles of silver and 

gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in addition to all the freewill 

offerings. 

7 Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the LORD, 

which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the 

temple of his god.[a] 8 Cyrus king of Persia had them brought by Mithredath the 

treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 

 

We read in wikepedia: 

Cyrus the Great (c. 600 or 576 – 530 BC) figures in the Hebrew Bible as the patron 

and deliverer of the Jews. He is mentioned 23 times by name and alluded to several 

times more.[1] According to the Bible, Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, was the 

monarch under whom the Babylonian captivity ended. In the first year of his reign he 

was prompted by God to decree that the Temple in Jerusalem should be rebuilt and 

that such Jews as cared to might return to their land for this purpose. He showed his 

interest in the project by sending back with them the sacred vessels which had been 
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taken from the First Temple and a considerable sum of money with which to buy 

building materials.  

Among the classical Jewish sources, besides the Bible, Josephus (1st century AD) 

mentions that Cyrus freed the Jews from captivity and helped rebuild the temple. He 

also wrote to the rulers and governors that they should contribute to the rebuilding 

of the temple and assisted them in rebuilding the temple. A letter from Cyrus to the 

Jews is described by Josephus:[12] 

‘I have given leave to as many of the Jews that dwell in my country as please 

to return to their own country, and to rebuild their city, and to build the 

temple of God at Jerusalem on the same place where it was before. I have 

also sent my treasurer Mithridates, and Zorobabel, the governor of the Jews, 

that they may lay the foundations of the temple, and may build it sixty cubits 

high, and of the same latitude, making three edifices of polished stones, and 

one of the wood of the country, and the same order extends to the altar 

whereon they offer sacrifices to God. I require also that the expenses for these 

things may be given out of my revenues. Moreover, I have also sent the 

vessels which king Nebuchadnezzar pillaged out of the temple, and have 

given them to Mithridates the treasurer, and to Zorobabel the governor of the 

Jews, that they may have them carried to Jerusalem, and may restore them to 

the temple of God. 

The priests shall also offer these sacrifices according to the laws of Moses in 

Jerusalem; and when they offer them, they shall pray to God for the 

preservation of the king and of his family, that the kingdom of Persia may 

continue.  

 

A benevolent dictator – used by God to bring God’s people back to their land and 

their spiritual home after a long time of exile and displacement even tho he didn’t 

acknowledge the Lord. And one who generously provided financial support and 

drummed up contributions from all around to help it happen. But there was a catch: 

 

‘But my will is, that those who disobey these injunctions, and make them void, 

shall be hung upon a cross, and their substance brought into the king's 

treasury.’ 

Those who didn’t like the people of God didn’t really get a choice to take their stand 

against them. The King ordered for them to be supportive and you disobeyed at our 

own peril. It paid to be on the side of Cyrus. 
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God used Cyrus for his good purposes.  

We have just had our elections as you know and we may be elated and excited or 

discouraged and disgruntled by the results. There’s not much any of us can do about 

it once the votes are counted and a government formed except do what God asks us 

to do. However you voted and however you feel about the results we now have a job 

as Christians in the community to respect those in authority over us, to pray for them 

and to speak up for those who have no voice and find constructive ways to challenge 

things we disagree with.   

We can spend all our time grumbling, arguing about the results, or we might be  

yahooing that our team won. I am rather careful around politics and tend not to 

comment on social media when I disagree – you can’t have a constructive 

conversation when you are not face to face.  I also avoided all the TV debates as I 

can’t stand all the cutting across people and putting people down.  

As we saw in our reading from Isaiah God can use anyone he wants to and those in 

our government whether they acknowledge God or not – God can still use them.  

When the Pharisee challenged Jesus in our Gospel reading for today they were trying 

to trap him. The nation of Israel was occupied by the Romans and they hated it. And 

yet the Romans allowed them to continue their worship in the Temple, they had 

freedom to practice all their religious festivals and traditions. The taxes they collected 

were used to help the people even if they were exorbitant – roads were built that still 

exist today. But there was much resentment from Israel and that is understandable. 

The Jewish view was that when the Messiah came he would free them of the Romans, 

but Jesus was saying his kingdom was not if this world. That we are foreigners in this 

world.   

‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the 

way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you 

pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to 

pay the poll-tax[a] to Caesar or not?’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15-22&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-23890a


18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, ‘You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap 

me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.’ They brought him a 

denarius, 20 and he asked them, ‘Whose image is this? And whose inscription?’ 

21 ‘Caesar’s,’ they replied. 

Then he said to them, ‘So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 

God’s.’ 

He was saying to them – it is our responsibility to pay our taxes and to be good 

citizens but much more importantly it is our responsibility to give to God what is 

God’s due- our worship, our obedience, our resources to be used for his good, to 

give him our all.  

We will never live in a land where the government holds to all our Christian principles 

- and as our society gets more and more secular there will be things we really 

struggle with. We may lose our freedoms as in other nations of the world but we 

need to remember God is over all and is always with us. We are called to make a 

difference where we can. To be in conversation with those who represent us in 

government, to pray, to share our views in openhearted ways not from a position of 

defensiveness and where we see injustice to try and challenge it and most 

importantly as it says in Matthew 5 to be salt and light.  

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavour (influence), how shall it be 

seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by 

men. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 

they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all 

who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven." 

Amen.  

 

 

 


