
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE 
5 April 2020 - Church@Home 

 

Welcome to worship with you at home. 

 
Call to worship 
   Rejoice, rejoice children of God! 
   Shout for joy, all God’s people! 
   Look and see, your King is coming to you, 
 

   HE COMES HUMBLE AND RIDING ON A DONKEY. 
 
    Hosanna to the Son of David! 

ALL            BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD! 

 HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST! 
 
 

Opening Songs:  Vineyard         Hosanna 
 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest 
Lord we lift up your name with hearts full of praise  
Be exalted oh Lord our God Hosanna in the highest. 
  
Glory, Glory, Glory in the highest 
Glory, Glory, Glory in the highest 
Lord we lift up your name with hearts full of praise  
Be exalted oh Lord our God Glory, in the highest. 
 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord  Maranatha Singers   
 
 

 
Reading of Psalm 118  

 
Psalm 118  (Take turns to read each verse if you have others at home  
                                             or read through it all)  
 
side a We give thanks to you O Lord for you are gracious: and your love endures 

forever. 
 
Side b Let the house of Israel say: God’s love endures forever. 
 
Side a The Lord is my strength and my defence: and has become my deliverer. 
 

https://youtu.be/dAiBntMtViY
https://youtu.be/YApEIjvE6S4


Side b There are shouts of joy and deliverance in the tents of the righteous: the 
right hand of the Lord does mighty things. 

 
Side a The right hand of the Lord raises up: the right hand of the Lord does mighty 

things. 
 
Side b I shall not die but live: and proclaim what the Lord has done 
 
Side a     The Lord indeed has punished me: but did not give me over to death. 
 
Side b Open to me the gates of the temple: That I may enter and give thanks to the 

Lord. 
 

Side a This is the gate of the Lord: through which the righteous shall enter. 
 

Side b I will thank you because you have answered me: and you have become my 
deliverer. 
 

Side a The stone which the builders rejected: has become the head of the corner. 
 

Side b This is the Lord’s doing: and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
 

All This is the day which the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 

Time of confession and forgiveness 
Let us be still in the presence of God as we come to a time of confession and 
forgiveness-- a time of silence -  

 
Confession  
All: Jesus, our Lord, we shout hosannas to praise you.  
With eager hands, we place our cloaks and palms on the path before you.  
Yet, Lord, we confess that the mouths that seek to praise you often deny or defy you.  
And we confess that the hands that seek to serve you often become fists.  
Lord, hear us as we confess. (Bring your sins before the Lord in silence or aloud) 

  
 

Assurance of forgiveness: 
 
 For Christ came into the world not to condemn  

the world, but that the world through him should be saved.  
 
 Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children.  
       And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us,                    

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Hosanna!     Amen!   
based on Matthew 21:8-9; John 3:17; Ephesians 5:1-2 

 
  God forgives us be at peace. 

 
 



 
Sentence for the day 
Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest. Matthew 21:9 

 
Prayer  
 God of kings and criminals; Your ways are not our ways.                                   

On the way to Jerusalem, with shouts we acclaimed You.                        
Mercifully grant us the way that leads to life,                                                           
For You are alive and reign with the Father                                                                  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.  Amen 

(from 2020 lectionary for Palm Sunday) 
 
 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 21:1-11 read below or watch on the visual Bible                                 
                                           Matthew 21:1-11  
 
1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, 
and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, 
and he will send them right away.” 

4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the 
donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted, 

“Hosanna[b] to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[c] 
“Hosanna[d] in the highest heaven!” 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 
this?” 

11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/s832bHxGY8E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23836b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23836c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23836d


Enjoy listening to or singing along with the Hymn or sing it yourself with words below 
or a more contemporary song follows 

All Glory Laud and Honour  
 
All glory, laud, and honor 
To thee, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 
Thou art the King of Israel, 
Thou David's royal Son, 
Who in the Lord's name comest, 
The King and Blessed One. 
 
The company of angels 
Are praising thee on high, 
And mortal men and all things 
Created make reply. 
The people of the Hebrews 
With palms before thee went; 
Our praise and love and anthems 
Before thee we present. 
 
To thee, before thy passion, 
They sang their hymns of praise; 
To thee, now high exalted, 
Our melody we raise. 
Thou didst accept their praises; 
Accept the love we bring, 
Who in all good delightest, 
Thou good and gracious King. 
Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ca. 760–821 
 
Or more contemporary song 
 
Hosanna in the highest-Hillsong  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/h3a8fTTrAdE
https://youtu.be/NoM0AT8fBvs?list=RDNoM0AT8fBvs


Sermon   Lynne Walker  
 

Opening Prayer: 
 
Hosanna Saviour 
We wave our palms and sing our praise 
As we remember your triumphal entry into Jerusalem  
May your spirit enter 
The heart of worship this day 
Giving us the strength 
To endure the journey which is ahead, in all sorts of different ways. 
Amen. 
 
From Matt.21:1-11, Ps 118. 
 
A donkey – how weird. Surely God would not have sent His son to His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem riding on a donkey, or rather a young colt, the foal of a donkey – perhaps a 
beautiful white palfrey or a fiery black stallion – even an old grey mare – but a donkey? 
Perhaps God has a delightful sense of humour. 
 
But as unusual as it may seem to us, it was as predicted. In verse 5 we hear about 
Zechariah’s prophecy…this was a fulfilment of God’s plan. But if God can use a stinky little 
donkey as part of his wonderful plan, perhaps he has a plan for us too. Perhaps the question 
we might consider today is how does a donkey become fit for the service of the King of 
Kings, and how we can be made useful to him too. God did have a plan and this little donkey 
was selected to play a part in God’s plan. And he has selected us too…. 
 
In John 15:16 we read “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last.” How moving is it when we realise that we are chosen as 
individuals, personally, by the Grace of God?  He knows us by name, He has a plan for us, 
He chose us not only for blessing but for service.   
 
The second thing we notice about the little donkey is that it was sanctified by preservation. 
We know this from Mark’s version in Ch 11:2  “you will find a colt tied there which no one has 
ever ridden.” This was so important to Jewish religious significance as this animal had never 
been used for any worldly purpose. 
 
We too must put aside the vices and trivia of the world to be useful to God. We need to 
preserve our time and our energy to honour and obey God. But how often do we give God 
the leftovers of our lives. How often in our busy and media driven world do we put God 
aside? Well, we think, I’ll just have my quiet time later when I’ve finished this task or that 
task, and then whoops, it’s the end of the day and we’re too tired. And we try not to think of 
the hurt we have caused our God. I know I’m guilty of this. 
 
How are we using our time while we are at home? I know that many of you are phoning and 
helping others as much as you are able. But isn’t it a wonderful time to sit and just ‘be’?  To 
spend time in prayer and reflection and reading the word, spending time just getting to know 
God deeper and in a more personal way, spending time just listening to His voice. Many of 
us visited the Innes’ beautiful garden in Springfield and are joining in with others to share in 
the study. It seems like a lifetime ago, before the world went into a tailspin. But it struck me, 
the one thing that many of us have that many others in the world do not, are lovely and 
peaceful gardens where we have space to just sit and enjoy the beauty that God gave us. It 
is balm for our souls, sorely in need of it. Spending this time with God in quiet, green, 
peaceful surroundings, in prayer, and study, and in conversation with him, prepares us for 



His use and allows the Holy Spirit to work in us in order to be of service to Him. We can truly 
say in the words of our Psalm 118:28: “you are our God, and I will give you thanks; you are 
my God, and I will exalt you.” 
 
The little donkey’s job was to lift Jesus up so that He can be seen by the crowds. Our job is 
to exalt not ourselves but Christ. To enable Christ to be seen by the world. We are to work in 
all things to bring glory to God’s name. Like the little donkey we must be satisfied with a 
humble part in God’s plan.   
 
But of course the story does not end there – perhaps it is the end of the beginning – for 
almost as soon as the Palm branches were laid and the “Hosannas” were sung, the 
darkness was gathering. We have shouted our praises before quieting our voices to enter 
into the passion of our Lord. We have begun to realize that without that perfect and 
unthinkable act by Jesus in obedience to God, we have no victory, no power, no 
righteousness. We have such need of His mercy and grace, especially in these days of 
unthinkable happenings. His strength sustains and guides us and takes away our fear. 
 
That is what makes Palm Sunday so special. For today we behold our King who comes for 
us and to us. Not on a beautiful stallion but on a stubborn, smelly, small donkey that He 
chose himself. 
 
You and I might not be beautiful stallions; more like old grey mares! You may not have ever 
really thought of yourself as part of God’s grand plan, but believe me, my dear friends, you 
are, and in all sorts of ways, now more than ever. 
 
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: his love endures forever.” Ps 118:29        

  
 

Enjoy listening to or sing along with this song (Ctrl Click) 
 See Him come, the King upon the donkey   Richard Seel      
 

Prayers – shared from Lynne from the Diaconate Newsletter   

 

A prayer for compassion, wisdom and strength. 

Loving and compassionate God,  

You call us to love our neighbours and to be bearers of your hope and grace in our 
world.  

Expand our hearts and vision to respond with compassion to those around us, who 
are struggling in this time of uncertainty, anxiety, grief and suffering.  

Give wisdom and strength to health workers, and government officials who provide 
leadership in this crisis.  

We bring before you and into our hearts and minds: (pray your own prayers for each) 

* Those whose work and income are uncertain  

* Those who are isolated  

* Those who are fearful of an unknown future  

* Those who live in situations of domestic violence, and whose isolation increases 

the control of their violent partners  

* Those who are homeless, and all those who offer them support and care 

 * Those who are involved in aged care – staff, residents and their loved ones  

https://youtu.be/SVxeDPN81xA


* Businesses whose futures are uncertain – their leaders and staff  

* School staff and students  

* Those with health conditions that put them at greater risk.  

Give wisdom and care-filled discernment to all our church leaders as they seek to 
creatively live out our worship, witness and service in ways that offer Christ’s life-
giving love and presence. Strengthen and sustain us to be your people – shaped by 
your abundant grace, bearers of your generosity and overflowing love.  

Through Christ our Light and Hope, we pray, Amen.  

(adapted, Dr Deidre Palmer, President, Uniting Church in Australia)  

 
 Sing along with or listen to this song 
 
Humble King   
 
Say the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Blessing of Palm Crosses – if you have been creative and made one. 
Lord God, whose Son Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem as the Messiah, to suffer 
and die, bless these palms that they may be to us a sign of his victory. May we who 
hold them always accept him as our King until we rejoice in the Kingdom where he 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen.   

 
Concluding song: Ride on Ride on in Majesty                                                                                  
                                                                           Or a more contemporary song follows 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hear all the tribes hosanna cry! 
O Savior meek, pursue your road 
With palms and scattered garments stroked. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, your triumphs now begin 
O’er captive death and conquered sin. 
 

https://youtu.be/_ebnkRveLz4
https://youtu.be/MD9rMkIS1yw


Ride on to die; ride on to die; 
Then take, O Christ, your power and reign. 
 
Ride on, ride on, in majesty! 
The hosts of angels in the sky 
Look down with sad and wondering eyes 
To see th’approaching Sacrifice. 
 
Ride on, ride on, in majesty! 
Your last and fiercest strife is nigh. 
The Father on his sapphire throne 
Awaits his own anointed Son. (Chorus) 
 
Ride on, ride on, in majesty! 
In lowly pomp, ride on to die. 
Bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O Christ, your power and reign.  
 
Words: Henry Hart Milman, 1827 
Music: Zac HIcks, 2018 
(c)2018 Unbudding Fig Music (ASCAP) 

 
 Contemporary song                                Praise is rising - Paul Baloche 
 
And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and all you 
care for this day and always Amen!  
 
Dismissal of the Community 
 Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.                                                                                      

Amen we go in the name of Christ. 

https://youtu.be/oAaQ5EEXidc

